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le2 cf Digk waz a elruecels be” ozrn Smerican and Tapsneze fore

crtrol of Bizb Islznd from 27 May to 00 fuous’ 1944, Irn thie beltl

1]

=¢ eiements ¢f the US 41et Infaniry Divisicn conducted an amphibicue

on Fizb, $follzwaed by difficull jurncle cperalizne gg3ainet tre

w

snirernctag Jzfpsnece snery. Though poccecesing 3 vast advanlege in  rumbers.

. 4 N - .
1stics, the 2mericzns were vurable 1o attzin their

v

1z tgrrein thoectives in 2 timely fashiern. This was due not cnly T2

vl

.

e 1o the 21fficult wsether and terrainy, asnd the

4
rr
w
{1}

fzilire of the Arsricsn command 1o use ile available forcse 1o maxirmlre
zdvanlags.

gresz 1o ogormand, the American forcse attlacked with rerewed

smeprgy and efficrz-zy it early Jul;y firally .iping out the laet pochets cof
Tzpztzzz regielarcs Lo Fiab by 20 Sugust. Japznece atlemple to reinfeorce
thz izolizted garriscn by ¢ea were tealen tact by US naval ferces, while
gmery zllempts 2 zupport the Biav gzrriecr with outlside air support were
teremglly imaffective,

GZenerzl backsrcurd sources in thie aperatice are‘ the official US Arwy
1etery sgcount an Fobert Rose Srmath, Ibe_fperozch.lo__lbe._Ebilippines, The
~m1%s2 Ttales Army in World War I (Weshington, DLCLD Office of the Chief
T oMplitaey Mielom., 198205 and Rocer E. Uswlese, “The Fisk Creretion”,

Solitzr. fevizygy Vel XXXITI, Nes. 2 and 27 (May, Tune 19582).




.
e re Tt
SaklZls

rl

1
.

PRl

~Eoglipssc_Sesziel _Erizass. “srrisberl, P& “The

Yezgouarters Sixik Arrmy, Clhepdozl_ bscfsre_foliviliss_Qurins_lbe_EBizk

- - <2 - A A - o b - t - ~
Resrsiigs. 3 Ssp 44, Coolzi bolszs Noo Z.1R Lug 44,
ez ® Cans 5 - " Y Y e f ez --2 = < e Tty =V
zzicvartere, FI-7 1ret Divieglzn Ariillice Leizoioz lezcoisd i btz Rist

izng lzzoaliong May 1E. 1942 12

zoiment. Hyrriza-e_[Bizk)

Tzab Soroso Bzzorlt oof Qperzlizpa i Mz:-i%3.2_42. T Sep 44,

Mz~ grtsre, Ore Myundred S1xty-Third Irfz-try Raciment. Narralive_Bzpari_of

2 Cep 44,

Acceasion For

[ NTIS cRARI X

DTIC TAB 1
Unannounced 0
Justification - _ ]

~ - - - - _— e ——

By . . . _.,,W___J‘

g Distribut:iony
| Avallbtlt  Juies
Aval ansor

-~

ToresecvoszTesT Dist Speectal
b H[




- syl

ty |
Ve A e .

Sz t.oz Iowovesgre? Ejghiy-Siatk Infantr, fegiment, Hurpliczrs (T

Szt Tee iz Ber-tymes C:r:a?_ T M
[ S NSRS Pp— S SR EP-iley -3 1§ AP QR SRR A &

Sivice of ths Thisf Enci-zer, Jene-al Headnuz-tere, Army Fcreee, Facific.

Epgizsscs i tbt=z__Soulhwssl_ _Fagific__1%22-1%45. Volume IV, Ergbibious

r__Rpzzzticrs. Washinglorn, D.CL: e, Governesznt Printi-g

P N Coor T =

fzoirs Doobzii Fard Twgiusi__fizk. Ths Irfzstry Schocl, 19 Dz 44,

=%, UC frmy Forces 17 ths Far Esst. CBeport No, 129, USAFFE DReoard, SWPA

zferzze of Fial), 29 pucust 1544,

[} 8
"

£.0.0.0'e, Bullentin, FReference No. CCOR/&4 ZTigk lelarnd, VYashinsteon, D.C.

17 Nev 1544,

Szpcrt, Facific Warfzre Ezard-PAT, No. 4%, Operaticn:z of Ground
Reronraissence Unite, 4B, Army Ground Forces, Army war College,

Wzehinelrn, D.C., ¢ Qct 194E,

SN0, C felletin, Feferznce Ne, CCOR/EX (Rizk Ieland Operaticn) Operatlion

"Herlicke”, Washinctzn, D.C.y 1% Avguel 1744,

Czrertz -f Gerars)] MacArthur, Yolume II-Part I, Jararese Cperaticne in the




Lot
T

B e

T

)

oy

Couvthesst Tacafic  Ares. Siperirteriert cof Documernls, U, e, Govi.
Trartoirn: Tifire, Wzehington, Tzr £¢,
Um:ted Staloe Ctraztocic Bo-tirg Survey (Facific)y Ncvel 2nalrsie Divieicon.

Ibe_fzopzicns of iie FPeoifzc_lzr. New York: The Greenwosd Sress, 1949,

Izszllicepse Doucpenls

Tanzrgl Meadauarters, Soulhuwesz? Facific Arza, Military Intelligernce Secticn,

=1ly € mp=~ - repy Te%-%Y. -
=1¢X---JE-~1-. - J-»Z-A-.---.-

dar Depzrtmenl, “Ma3ic” _Surrac:y Japarsse 2roy Surplement, Cffice of the

Cactelle, Tobkn. Tba Pacific_¥sc. New York: Saweon, Wade Publizhers, Inc.,

Crzewsll, Tohn, Cererzle_zrd_ 2i¢pirzls: Lcondon: Longmens, Gresz-, and Co.,

3

e =p ey

jrrErn

t)




LT TN A o te

valts zero Scizrt L. Qupodureli Fozglis.lzkrn. Mew York: o The Yiking

iie el - oo, T w Ule ds SeprmaTha 0% Qiyth Arpy ir | M
CieEr. Waitiv, Topn TounoUndsr ta Miepzzzlte. Sizpy af Sixibofrwrolr.¥aicls

van 17, Yaehingtnn, D,C.: Combal Feorces Cress, 1983,

154021848, Westport T2

PRy e it

c-:th, Tatert Fess. Its_gppcoscholaolbe fiilipeizzs, The United Slates Army

. -~ -

DLt Téfize of the Chief of Militacy

v Tecaptive Withdrawal Tzps Li-¢ Invaders irto Fleody

rap. Megeygek. Tune 12, 1744,
mew Yern Jipzz. Vel XCITIL June 14, 1944,
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i+ 7 Decerter 1941, the Empire of Japan tegzn wilitary operslicre




scainzt V.30 Zratiszt: zrd Cotlch poeseseicons avc oulposte in thz Facific.
Timls orzior o zporztit-oz o incloded itz surprics: 3%%ack on Fes-)l Harbor tz
chrelize tve V€ "z-oyiic Flesty the selzure of ~zne Heng, thz Frilippines.
“zilaya, Cirzarcre, =2-2 Wale. end the securing o7 .ital econcnil arsze in  the
~zsion of the Eastl Irdiec.
Trezs =xzlsatlsld zctizne were part of @ “*hrez-:zlage Jerszze cirategic
tlzn, The was tc attacy, 10 neulrzi:ze foreign militzry forces,

gerze votz2l sconsric reeourcee, 2od estatliet protective cutrositc. The
cecmne :T=252 w2e o corealifate  thess acc.iziliznssy e€xfFloiting the new

gse of the Jafsrncez plan was & st-atzcic Cefs-s1.e, Accordiry 1o Japanece
caleplzticoe. detzrmited defence of 1%z new acouisitions weould ellew Japan

=%12%e & settlerznt with ile ¢-zriz5 thal wzuld recocgnize

Tre $rret twe stzges of this scheme unfolde: =2z plarmned. Py late summer
1942, Tzpanece forcees uware continuing to advance in Papua against Acvsiralian
fereee, rounding oLt the soutrernmeost porticn 2§ the defencsive perimeter.

In fus_3% 1242, hz.o2 3, Allied forces began to strite back in earneet with

i landicz:r ir tha Sclcorine lelende. Morecver, Ge-:zrzl Douglas, Machrthur  began
¢ reirfcrzing the Allied forcee on Fapua with acd:tiznal Australian and US
-

d Tnen Tt LT 2T
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e gIntaitics the-s, Iy ke =nd Zf 1942, tte
- - - - .« - > o » - r - - -
RSN itotoztios hed to 11124 Iriss.
- .

cresf ants the st'rategic defersive, Tarz~ was tandicarred in itls
£ ty 3 growing infericrily; in materiel and by the very
z_zcess 24 1ls =zrlier conqueste, Singz tre Sztile of Micdway i~ June 1947,
gpereze Flest wers generall - irfericr 12
g2 - tne Ansricans. This'ircrezsec the Fzzzrd to Japerece “tlue watler”
2y 2nC frroed Japansce nz ozl comma-lirs 1o exercise  Ziszcrelion im
rart of their flset =zzset:z, Moreocver, the extlended
Jacznzez geritslzr of Lziznd culpoels tizd diur much eof Tapz-'e military
rezo_rezs, Ly meare of  their elratsgic rohbility and poesezeicn of the

sative, &llied fzrcee could strike at will =zcainst Jaspzrnese-held pcinte,

mzzcino eufericzr lzcal zombat power.
In crder ' conscree  its rescircze smd ' concenirste on esgentizl
zt-a%egic tasrey in May 1943 thke Japsrese ‘riok command formulsted a rew

deferzz plar. Thie "Flan 2" «called fzr <etlrengthenin tre defencsive

.

in
W
~
o
-4
r
"w
W
ne

reral intensificzliorn cf JYapanece defencive efforte. A
mod;fxcetécn tc this plzn in Scplember 1942 sctszbliched @ “"line of absolute
running from the Vuriles to the Marizrac fc western New Guinea,
wae %o be held at all coste. Tepanese forces still  -cutside  this
rerimzter--including the major base: a3t Rehazul and Truk--were elill to te
heid 1r arcder to elcw and wesbern the 21lis< ac.ance. However, the precicus

gczrsze raval fircos would not bte risked in a gersral ercagemenl outeide cf

tts "ztzclute dcoferce line,” and cutler carrics;ms would nct be reinforced in
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1927, A1lisd operat:cone in the Facific had divided inte tws major

Tre of these dri.se, under the conmand of Admiral Ereszter Nimitz,

roite zoirces the “Te-irazl Facific “frea” cn a genersl arie leadirg

T=lzrde T2 the Marizrnas t2 Hona Vong. fe&n April

the irerican Toint frisfe of T1l24f z-"itlsd "The <Ctirstegic

o

Tefzat of Yapzr" idenlifisd Hons Pineg o 2e *he ultimate cobjective

"

~

duzrce dus to 1ts suilsbilily 2z a bomtzr Lagsel) In
Fazific Area” (SWFAY, General Macirthur was pree

acvs-ce irn song rezfecle--woole zventuzlly ssver Japanece

cor-omicelicre lires 1o the Scuthern Fescurce Area.

Ir Mgrchk 1€23, 3 nep JC

[al

ur
"

uy
(oY

irective furtter coordinaled thece

z to-bter plztform,  (New long range B-29 bombere ctould slrite

e i:ziznds frcm the Msriznas, thersby chliviating the need

>

Cir e O r————— e

:. “ipitz was charsed with cecuring the szuthsrn Mariatnas




Jitv sl Homs line Mectriber  wzs direcled o e2ize  Hellsz-diz in
Tericlande el Zernze. 2od grepzrs for fotyre cperzlict: szzainzt U'e
Teyligpines =0 Formoes,

Tiek lelzrd, located 1n Ceelvink Tay off the nortitern coast cf
“otrzrlands New fSuines, was a2 fFawn in thees grand elrategic decsigre.

~zztzrn o Mow Cuitnea wes the scuthern ancher of the JTapanese wvital defemnce

lime. Thie zzmz territory slood zstlride Maciribtur's line of sroznce towerd
tre "ril2pranes. Unlike Ninitlz, whe wouled cupgpzrt hie 7 .w-bopping”
Zcemztlizvs «ith carrlsr bazsd-zir supparty,  Machirihur nee ta operate
.t omamze of land-tazesd zi- drimeg, Ziak had no 1. v than three
zirfields 1n cperztacn op under constructicn, and eo wae ideslly placed 1to
z.z722°0 rot onrly a2clicrs agsiretl weelerre Mew Cuinss but  aler  against the

Jthemn Chiliprives. R lunge by Macsrihor agsinet Fiak, triec to prece?

Ly

1080 Zraw Tspzrese 3ir and  nevel  resepyve

"

sIuttoeml theczty facilitatiro tte ogzr o2z of the vital bomber bases.
Lc-rzserve AMEPICcaEn  carcisr etlribes agzinel Japarese tases in  the

Czrzli-es Trubd, the Falayz, the Marizras, and 3t Wabe Izlznd crippled mech
28 Tzrzr'e land-baced zirpower in the pacific, bul alerted the Japanese 1o

Lmryoert fmaricat movee Fga1nel the vital line. In April 1944, MzcArttur

lz.tched 3 maJar cperaticn ageinst Hollardia, later leap  frogging to
Yyt lz-e=rm1, 372 Ora.1ng Japzrnece altertizn ts the scuth. Dn 27 May,

zmsnle 2f 1te UE 4Alet Infantry Civieice czplsched acshors on Fial,
g1~ 1%zrecuely cutflarting €ze pe=iticrz in western Naw Cuires,

zzteri 0 the cocltern FPhilippines, and poging a pxwerful lurs to Japaress




The sitoatiocr o Tial lsiengd at the snd of :-rerations cn 14 June weas
Yredly conducive o the ecceomplichmert of the 20z2rz21l  objective of fereral

“arlrthyres hezdquartsre, Eremy fire from the i-w rideeline ttat deomiratzss

~ziner Drome prevented uvse of'that =irfisld, end contirued stiff recictance

Sp -

17 the zame arza bepl &mericar grousd Ao frzm guehking  forward  tcwardc

_.‘
(n}
n
n

toroboe Drems amd Sorids Drewme. Ememy cSplicne B, thice time were limited to

dzfz-ge of gurrent prsitizne, r var, limitec coirntsratlacks. The 1atter
Zgtion was contitgent on dsploymerl of ceirforcements o nourt a
sconterzffensice, Thsre were some indicaliore %3l troope of the 221¢

fooiTEIY_LTER 02 oszacn) haed been lsrdsd, tet the Japarnese were stil:

7 do much mcre than

zzezzzsd 3z 21y oo .ozb o dn firepcwer and MATIIWED

mz2tzir their zoziftizes in the high sround.
Ths came ¢z, the Yoo York limes repcriled "Rz Mockrmer Jrome was  secure
zmd crzrzticnsl for the yee cf forces in the Sicthe=zt Facificy eand that

Lmzrican forcee wore continuine therr pueh to the weet, While thic was

"ot trte gzze, 11 1€ fairly easy 2 apprec:iz®s «oy ECsneral MacArthur's

tozdizrtere would mErz osoch o ar zarncotcenerl givet the facl thatl the present
TorTraTTaRERET

(13
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Central “zc271c would drz. evan oore
displezzorz 2% the clcw pac3 en Tizk
a1t corseciure concernine a peecitle

y problernz =

t the corzsr;
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7. Dtotbtoer Tzparneese resistatce.
: irtlers:ztirg to cotesrve that ormse of Ceveral Yrueger's stafs

rzce this repcrt to him end that the gesneral, decpite Fhic

fzztizrn, ¢i¢ ret cee fit 1o meke the wvieil hiemeelf. In &1l
Tz-zezl Tlllsr had bzen fickling & fdetzrmitzd enemy while &t the

-

zue lire of commuriczatlicon, In addition, there is no indicalicn
*

eral Fuller was aware of the fact 1that 18 Jure had any cpeciel

z-cz or =t time wae of ‘he ecss-ce i~ thie cperzliczn. £t ary
iz foIimt o Lzs onevers mefe ¢lear 1o YRz orerirzntal commanczre on Biak.

¢ 14 Ture, Gererzl Mroegcr inetlructed the 1 Corpe

commarder, Licutenz=l Cereral Reokert L., Eichelterger ts prcceed 1o Riak

ad t2be comrarg of HURRICANE Tacv 2372, #iz  aguthzrily was 1o bs
, tooimgellds relizoitg Mzicr Te-rzl Follar of bRis commz-? if he felt
13

eneral ‘Yrueser was mclivalzd to make - this —command

eczvss ¢f ths elcwnzes of the zperaticn, the preseure frem Gereral

.tz mske frogrecs, and the repcrted latk of cecrdinslion in the

6 .
n cf cperatlicre on Maak, Wken Gerersl ETichelbercer arrived o0

te wzs mel b, CGeneral Fuller whe immediately requested relief frcm

all corrsrd within Siath Army. Gereral Fuller had aslready submitted tis

§ recignaticr and request for retirzeent by the time CGeneral




N s ol

To:t:ilteraer z-rived, I-deed, he had :--s zo far ee 1o rzfi1e Cenzrzl
=_zczr's tezxlc_zrtere recizsting thig ril:es, He preferred nat tz corms-d
Tte 41zl Indz-try Div1zizn rather thzn ¢orilitee in that aseilcne-t  $ell-uing

ti1z relisf from ocoomand of the tash forze. Yo as 3dament in tie dewmani:z,

ever @oing ¢ far as threatening to subkrnit *i1e recignaticn eve-y tralf-t-.r
entil such tire z:z it see sccepled. Giver ‘the s:tuaticny, neither Lersrzl
Vecszer nor Gensral  Macfritor wsre lefl ruch cholce except accept his

2t the tire of the c¢rarge of gornrs-Z of HURRICANE TASH FORCE, the
s1%.2%:7n wae mlied 3t best, Stratsgicsll 4 the tlask ferce ta? failed in
ite miseizn. The rapic ezizure 2nd re;zi- of the three airfields was not
a_zimplizted zrd the ~llies «zre Z=nisd ttese  forward airbasss  coneidered
e
LTItz fzr the z24ozmcz o1 the c=Entral Tzoxfic ' eeize the Mzriasmes.
T tvg o zttsEr tzmd, 2 caze a3~ b2 omzdz fI- tre fact thatl the Mariarze
sre-atit- ir Yzt pernmiltted sveniusl eucczse on Fisk because thzt cperaticr
2t ivze? the Tapsrez2 thaet the major &llizd advance would be in the Centrzl
r-

az.fyz,  z2rd thazy conszequantly 2lectzd o sbtandon their reirnforcement
slterpte 2t Piab i- favecr of mascing 311 =zvailatle forces farther to the
sorth, Had tte Japanese HONZ2_ _Cpecai.zc precszcd ahead s planned, the

irzend forcse at Fiak would have been placs¢ in an untenable preition, for

trile gez liree of cormuriczlicn wolld Faie bzen cul and the limited Allisd
~z.2) forzes wceld bave besn hard-pressec 'z teat off the Japaneze, Had the

-
(11
—

ztzreee  lxnded the planned ECo0 ran lerding ferce, additiz

crierment: of op %2 a divielor may bave beepr required 1o save thre
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T sure,
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mUsIIoawk Teg PRRTE arepnd pomponent. fe
Ltz ol tznlz reindorcersnt of Tiek war et to o

farttar rzicfrrzemsnt was ernliksly due tc the moet recernt
c8ib_Lavisazny ther a8t Moncbuzri wae ordered te remain in

*

¢:raected to gonce

()

t defercive cperaticons

i0
failures.

rlace, while the

toesitlz,

Tezticallsy Girersl EBicheltergsr wes facsd with & sericus situation.
The mzr ocf the A1zt Tisiszicr had teen snoagel for zighlesn dazys in extremely
difeizolt terrzit, amgzinzt first-lire  JTapzrnzzz  forcee who had provsn

P

theizslies 3n combet irn Chirz, 3nc¢ wha had appzrsrily been reinforced csince
the mi1lizl lzmding of 27 Mzy, The Melmer Drome rzd  beer lale-, but fire
foz- itz -oettugel prevertsd &llizd plzrzz $rorm lz-dirng. Toutzt patrzle
fmoo o tve Zagrsizn had evcczeded 1t rezching az far wes!t &z Porgkoe end

Toridz Crzmes 3nd thsy were known 1o bs unccocupied.
Teller 3¢ keen 13 sezuvrs the high ground north of Molmer Dronme

lirne of commurication (uwkich etill went

ar¢ BEzetl Cavee) tefcre securing the cocher

.t ogorrzod o8 the divieicon ard permitled hinm
12
] . .
. crerz®izne while Pe ztudicd the situation.
{
i
{ LTI ATTye0E0eY

-

The intent cf General

and rrotect

overland fpast the 1Ib¢:

two airfields. In this

te continue
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Tonong Yv: (oemes of 18 T ooz, fmeraczEn triifs mevad intc roziticnes that
s loozereit Vir o osreircle the emenmy in the Wezt Caves a2-:a, Suring the
courze ot the day, *ths Tarsgrnesze concucled thrze countesr-atlzcrz =zsainet the

2ay =rounted to 172 killed in actlicn., & pricorzr of war it”Zice’ed that eas

-t

apaness of the 1Q7ik_giracape . facsilolelior _Uoll in the Wes
Ca ce were rezady 12 surrerder, The estimatlz -f enemy capatilitiee at this
¢ .z2s lirited t: dzfe-cse of current poeitlic-=z, further rei-f-oprcement and

13

the mounting of 2 mzjor counterattzck beins Ziccounted.

Movemsrt into the test Taves

3ttlezetirg tz encircle the Japarzss deferndzrz 1- the Yest Tszvex  area. To
zzizmplish thiz, 2/719¢%F Iefzntry wee 1o mate ke nmain 3°tlace from weet to

’e

ezzt Wwrile 17222d Infartry fixed the eremy $f2rces in 207z, Thte 1/1841h
Infzriry wes *2 move north of the mzir arez of resistance an? cut the trail
thzt -3 rorth oand souvth 1o the west of Hill I2Q. Tt %0 remaining
izre of the 122¢ Irfartiry were t; rerain it peosition 1o reetl. General

r cencentrztled on the eliminaticn "3f apansece recsistance in the

=

ce'e Fla

area =f the Mokmer Trowe. Qtrer activitiees on Fiav were to suppoart eecuring

1241k Infartry begsr 31te movems=t =+d bty £O27 bad conducled a
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frvaz"d pzzrziz cf linee throuch 2/1:22¢ Indzriry. Witkin tre hour 1t bad
itoozid i%te lite of doparture arnd btecun Y- o2t%tack to the ceet tiwerde  tte
Tzoz-ces, EZrozunlering ecwe initial resielarce z2lorng the scuthermnmast ricdsge

’

¢z frem the Farst Flztecn ¢f € CTompzvy, Toge thery, these tws
rlz*zzrz werc able 1z lead the advence cof the right flank of the 2/18&th
Iiigntry g0 that ks 108Q, the two plalocong tad mede conlact with T/71iecd

’ 15
wfartry t= tte e€2cth of the Tazpane

w
wn
o
[
"
-
P
—
X
I
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cmpany were pinred dowr

[}

In ke rorth, the remaining two plzlcz-ec 2§ €
by mactineser 202 mortar fire from peoeiticne rorth of the chbjective arez.
The Szzornd Flateer f G Company atlempted to culflank theze pociticone by
T3 euveritg 1o the rorth and northeast, bul was unsuccessful. By 1118, all

rz.enz~t 2n the flzls north of the ridee, alorg which the Se:-ond Flatoon cf

"
Y

T Ccorpany bad advarced, tad c2zss2. At 1200 = new frur-platcoen
"z¢r wzz tegun, The cbject was 1o cwe=zp tc tre ~ort of 1tre Wezt Caves
art iinb-up with 171624 Infanlry thus sealing th2 Japarese intzc 1the caves
arsa. The 121et Field Artillery Raltlalion fired a 499 round  preparation in
tre Jzrarese machirsgun and mortar Fositice, end ty 1400 hours Third Flatcer
T Tomoany hed securecd the higk ground fr:mvuh:ch this fire tad come. Alsc

ty 1490, Third Flatocn E Company made contsac?t with elemerls cf the 1&2¢

RAOHAAY A a3 f 2y |
. . P o 4
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T2 rthor Yz plz®izrs, 2%tethi-g 17 the 1=2- 7y, were ngtl 2 evccecssful.
Teto. oirpaczetl, rzm itz the bolb of the Japz-z:z dzfensee ¢~ the weszter:

rz-groint and wore halled. Cel:vy:z. “suman, cornnz-der of 1te

y ordszred <these flz*ccne to Zig in for the rnight, tkic

[11]
"w
[1Q
w
[
>
-
=
n

[

boiceely te secure thie terrain fo- . cf deparlire

Ths meyt  (day., Ceneral Dee, hcwevery orderz? s general withlrawal 1o
1

1one along the southert ridge. He appzr:z-*ly feared *hal =n erenmy

1d develop curims the nichtl, T- 1420 the 2/:%4tk Irfantry

terzr 1tls movepent. It pzzce? trceck 200222 Irfantry w'ich had teen
crdered forward, and sventuslly retirsd lc %z pzsitions f 0700 thet

Se close -f the day's zgerztlicne the znery was assessed at too weak

zck Zdue 1o losses 1n heavy wzzz:otz, foody, arnenition, and

me -2 TL

. The 41zt Diviziar tad succeslz: n surrourding the eneny

strzroecint - zlthough only temporarily - ard tad alsc advanced toc the

wee'arn 1irit of the Japansce positizn, 0F gouvzl importence wss the fact

Tts% b the 2-¢d zf the day the szF thal had eviz'e? tetween the two axes cf
zdvarce had beern effectively clzeed by  the farwz-¢ movement of the 2/1£2d

Irfzntr-, The relirement of 1the 184th Irfz-try $rom the West Caves,

howevery 1e of dubioue merit and was 1o cavese pr:-tlem later.

The =ert daz;y 1/1€4th I-fartry sttlacked 1o "2 1424 Infartry, was 1o

comtinue 1te movement 1o the high ground nartt of the Japanese strong point,

vh:le 171424 Infantryv, cupperted by the Firzt Flatoon of the &23¢ Tank
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Compz-,y 23 12 fuzh 171c

tzmielv2z. The zlownzse of 1the zt1l:zclk

Footke 124tk Tefartre 1ol ke ridge north of the caves reszvlted in

L1
[
-
o
=t
w
~

r

L-y
LT

zivs zhl:s 1o place effective fire-to include avtomztlc wzapotTe
imatzm Foaitzor {ire;en the 1/142d Infantry thue etocrrirs ite
e. Only b,y employmant of the tank platlzon was this battalics able t:o
sf.3nce, butl 1t «<ze delzved well over an hour, the attack being resumed ¢ty
F37y &t mcon. Al the came time, 1/184th Infanrtry wes

atle to puck 1le =ttsck in the north seo that by 1230, A Compzny 184tt+

19

rizrtry linted up with C Company 162¢ Infantry.

Cr tre left flank of the 2+1¢ of 1714024 Infzrtry, success was -t to be
¢. The remzinicg compzties were stopped by Japarese fire corming frowm
posrticrz eaized by 6 Cempany 18&th Irfanlry the day befere. Py nrightfall,

17142¢ Infantre czzup1ed or L-shaped rozitizn with & Company in the west, &

rr

and € Companvy 10 the nzrth., The wisdem of withdrawirns

20
21243k Infantry the previous night is obviovely brought into quecstion.

Ac luck weuld have it, Ceneral Eichzlbterger had been corducling a
generz]l inspecticor of the situsztian during. the ccurse of the day's tattle
for the Weet Caves. From an observalion post uithiﬁ the zcne cf 1/184th
Infartry hez was atle o cbeerve the employmernt of the tankes of the £03d Tarl
Cempar,. To hie ctagrin, he saw the Tararszse infanlry in cleose combal with

tre Americznr tenkz., 0Of z,en greatzr concern wae that the Japanese forces

TWFCOLET j/CERET
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worz azle 1tz orroe at w1l throoctoet ke erza that had eucrosedly  bezn
glzz-=22 by the =zduz-ci-2 fmzricans. This ircludes the ridge om which te tzd

21
gztztlisheld hig chzervation fost. Hie aczeszzrenty, Jjuelifiztly sc, was

thzt ro one had a firm grasp of the silusticr. Wken General UDce preopocssd
re-ewivy the sttack in the same fachion the next dav, Gereral Eichelters:zr

[ Xal
-

ntervened, ordering & day -f reet and recreétizaticn insteed.

Ttz sitiaticn by tow hRad bscome clear te the I Cerps  covmander, The
z-gvv 125 0 corpiete contrel of the areg of spereticns bscauee ke had the
sk lite g manesver tie force at will through the csves thatl rsade up his
stronrpoirt.  Ha could, guite literally, eink intlc the ground 1o reappear =%
a-zther lzcatic, and the =ttacker would never really know if he was present
sr =%, This was = distirct mebilily advanlaze for the defender &nd

certitied him 2 mabte thes tzetl poczible use of the terrain with the limitsed

urter -f combat-effactive forcee &t his diszrzszl. The Americzre did rot

"

L=z, Ttz lpogtivny diepceitieny, of capabililies >f the enemy.

be &mericzne for their part tad two major shortfalls in their scheme ¢f
na-e:.sr.. Firet, the, failed 1o enmplcy the principle of mase in deali-g
«1%% te zpaneze strorg pcint. The single Lattalion atteppting to entsr
it2 cz.2¢ 3rea was, in effect, defeatled in detail. A seccnd major problenm
~as trat s attlsch by the divigion was cocordinatzd in  thecry only. Two
ta*telicng, from 1tu> separatle regimerts} were attempling to wake tte
diviticn ra1n &ttack, whkile wmoving on pergp:sndicuelar axeg, through hes. -

jurgle, Trat any livi-up occurred at all ie 3 surprise, The command a-d




con.rcl fFroblerz were, 1n facly, ansu~ncuentatle 22 .3n e level =f lechnclzozs

- - b - Al £d - - - 1 . Y - - L« -
g ¢ elratilc 2§z z1lzhl: zquipment.

A% the cor-leeicn of the dayy CGenerzl Eictsliz--zr rerzrtsd to Gener:zl

rea~ ¢ the Japarssz2, and con TuesCay 1 priszse 12 tabe 1itte other twuo
22 ‘

airfielde.” Curing the day, the Japanece :I::t 122 killied in actic-

zroer?  ths West Caves, Elcewhere orn the izla~d tte e-emy contirued

tgrzssi-¢o tactice, 2n  ambuek  havirng destlrzizd =2 truch nesr Ibdi. The

ity oF foertrer rei-forcement was remcts :zi-ccz the  tllk of navel

forese were involesd 1n operations in the “z~iz-ze, Trte zirfield at
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Metrer Trome wer U West Caves

coul? fire on 1t 2t will mitigated 2-3ivzt 211 t.% smergetcy crzrstione.
General Eicheltarcsr Tales Crargs

Creraticns cr 18 Tune are probatly best descritel 28 teivg limited 1o
corsclidaficn and recrcarization, While seme lccal patlrelling did occur 2
maintarn s=curity, the bull of the day's effort uii. directed at epreparing
for the resvmpticn of the attack on 19 Jure. “hs roaw plan, the fifth in &
>tz a coorcirated effore

ceriee of erceavcrz 12 secure Mokmer Drome, wes

ty ‘we fril recimerte - 142d Infantry and 186%h Iwfar it~ achieve tuc

-4
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-

~

)

P07 /TEFET

1n




U W,

go=i:t first. i firgo the Jzranzse fronw o3l terrain from whick  they  could
Flece =ffzctyi. g f1ra o= Mobmer Dromes and s22:-2, 1o cecure a feootheld from

which to launch further cperaticne to the wsst. Th2 main attack was 1o
cecesr v the zzve of the 1Béth Infanlry, ar zres 1030 yarde long and E£C0
-ariz wide. The tgls]l area o be clearsd included the Weet Cavesy the

Izpznesa encenprent cutside of the casee proper, and all  ground north from

sznt etk Civizize' zrrived at %czneb during the

crures of the dzv avd wae immediately brovetbt forvard to Mckmer, It would
zsevme *he resporeibilitly of t{he tiveusc z2-4 zz:zortly ares to be wvacatled ¢ty

L]

2/124%k Infartry 2nd  T/184th  Infantry wher it commenced itz attack e¢n
17 Ilte. Teng~al CFicheltercer’'s intert w2z t3 corduclt two regimentzl
z%tactz, undsr *te contrel of tha peeimesrtzl! cormnselers, to ceize chiectlives

2 the estztlizkzd conirsl

(3
[N
.

Yt*z rzeiment) s coatecl scpz-zte  battszlicns, rather than
from the tast force, In addition, he was
emgi~ying the btaeic principle ¢f mase by wuveing full regimsnts to mocunt
cre~zl Fyller znd Cerersl Doe f2lt could be conducled by
t2ttalizre. Full rzgimsct ic prctatl;.the w-zra term since rone of the

-z vz g =t anyshers rzse foll =ffectivzresz due 10 casualtliees and

Curing the ¢z,; K Company 142d Infantry atd 2/153d Infantry encaged in
z1lengive getroilica, the former cul to @ disltance of 2000 yards to the

~7et o8 the weet zod of Mokmer Drome anc the latter out to 2820 varcs

A g g S 3 e
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Lo ttoL srner Dromze TRe: ozbilaty of T00:3¢ Infzntry teo ad stce 1n this

zme3 .2z T fzoililats the fivzl ¢lzzrity ¥ the Japarcee frem the Wsed
Tz og: 23z Y.z f3.e lzier, Documentle captired curing the day coxnfirmed 1t1hzt
23 123t osome DY ke gremy in the West Ca.es were assigred o the 221cl

ninzrt. 2f special c1grificzmce is that theze docurients
FEt 400 1o EI0 mzn of this regiment had moved bty five targes from
zweral Fuller’'s ascecement that

ths Tapsrsze bzl teen reinforced; the froximale cavse for hie  having

rex_zgtsz zoditicnzl reinforcements, .23 apparently  Justified. Japansce
%128 &y the erd 7 18 Tume wers bzlizvzd (o ke limited 1o conductling
cefz-zy.z zrsrstizne i eectzry or U2 @tlercting 1o breakcut to tfte north to
2 wstertzlz about five miles north of  Corid:. The aseeszzmer? bty Gerneral
Mzolett -tz btozdagarters was thal the gico-d course of action wes the meet
Tz zifzrgre was o be renswed 2t 0277 tzurs, The mairn effr:rl regiment
te.z- s oi-g 4ror o 3ts =zeszenbly aree 3t (hat time arnd by O0F0C the 2/18éth

27 TOL2i%y 1-fzm%ry wers 2t the line of departure, 1000 yards
. Four battalions cf artillery
£, tiTr. INtr and G47H Fazll f'igllfr;‘, D Company &41st Tank
zn tanks fron 28072 Tank Ccmpé%y were all in

T zf the Zivieior attaeck., &t 1:04 r-ore; f:llcwing preparatory fires
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Lol oErlnllery batlelicneg, the zctiezl atil=z¢-  beganm wiih 2/18:%1k 1w
27

2o o=2llzosd by TU0UEAh In oreeer.e,

erzezl  Eichelbzrisr was vLeatg the 1241 Irnfantry to  conduect an
ynEnt 2f the Tarz-c:ze slreong poirt while tte 142d Infanlry clearsed the
denwotre preitiore v the caves. Froerezz b o the 2/71241% Infantiry  was
272 b, 1120, E Company ard F Compa-r 188t I-ferntry had zchievsd their

.

:1 chyectives, baoivg passsd through ecaliered rifle {fire and some
Loreten o fire, The 17184tk Infantry wsz rslisved from attackmernt

= 1:I2 I-fztrv and ordered 1o advance fror itz positicn in the eas?ty

rozortzred priblemes novins Yhroosh the terrzi- so thal oniy Zne company

tl: %o omzbe thz ozotes] link oup by 1270 thast sfternoco. Ty rnrightfal:,

22

Io4z-tre hac ziccssded 1noconpletels eme2lzfite the zrery poeiticn,

gz, tlls, 140d Infzntre had bezun 1l: puzh %2 thz zrea of  the West
SrIFEf. &merican vorees were gonerzlly  succecsful in enterirg  the
Y.t fire from o withi- the caves frevented “tzr form actezlly entsring
czropcziticne. Irn & firel improviszed attz-ft to route the JYaparese,
12 ~25 pouered 1o the cavee and igniledy, -u? this failed t» elimirnate

cc.ctlzrce. During the nizht, Japans:ze s:1c1$rs came out of their
izne and placed Karassaing morter fire o0 thz te=ach raad from Beostek  te

r 3¢ well 3¢ gor the airfield
=rattacke 110 the rogr of 124%h I-
y day'e end, Co-zrzl Eichelberger was very _;t:z3al i

<. Additicnzlly, iinited

~
e
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securing the Torchtce ard Eorido airfislds.

a deferce on Riak with thre

aceuerring 12 in (ke vicitity cof ths

I1

3t arca. Nog menticn iz nzde aof the fpoezibility of
¢etermined svicicds]l counlzrzttacte that were to characlerize
¥ cperaticonz on Filav,
Securing thes &Sirfislids
“ir 27 cne  wasd o relztivel;, straichtfcrward. The 1/1¢42¢

acti-ily 1n ths

Taer Tedgetry woeld 3ttazob (o the weel to s=cure Ferckoe  and
znd tThz 185th Infantry, witk 2/1:22¢ Infantry alleched, would
72

ble 1o

w*

1£7d Field Artillery, Czizw2l Tennz uas advance

cpposition., Hie cperslicns were facilitatled by the attack

-

ir the Hill 220 arca, btut 1t was chvicus thal the Jarpares

i

able t:

]

the weeternmost airfields.
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z . Jatn Iofantry eetabliched 3 orial ticoh 2000 sarde norit of Coridn i
setee st tnodery M0 e f the Soradi-Vinin Fay trail. Trte rezt of U

_ivoct eztaitligted 3 screerm arcund the as1rticld and maxtisired contlact
17
cith o the 2iet Tivicion tc the easzt.

Mazoorile, Ce-srzl) Dpe'e davieliom was 3galt bogred down tctik cf Mepper
Trome, Hs Yapanecse wWwere ol prepared
tLorelire and 1/124tk Infantry were

= 1-r z. rezl fricreze o ic o the vzller betozerm il 220 ard th: Weet Cavee.
14

Troogt ti-rzinoard 2rerm, tankz  were elivina up creraticrne eleewhere.
tiefied Ltk tv:- rrogrece of cemeral Lze'g ¢ivizion, Czneral
Sickelbemzzr bazovlisd z.erccone out there and Sdzcided o/ “rzpe  for betller

:IC

Lok tomnerog " HYie cbeervaticn was the freorican zeliiers terded 1t
feel zzees for Thernzzl o oze znd falled o reccozrize the deprivzticns  undse
Lok otk o . was forced 1o cperatle, a2nd the Camagse he wze suffering. Be

2 reeclt, the fmerican scldiere Cid net prese trzir grocund atiach, inctead
tter were (oc willing 1o letl the ertillzry decide the batile;, rather 1thar

Nornet%2lezes, the Americars were achievin success on Fiak. WKhile

crersticng cottlrezd 1n the falisades ncrth cf Mekrnzr, tre £tI¢ Erngivcer

n

~ 212%107 Fatlslicr wae ztle to recume word On prepsring Mokmer Dpome for vee
ts the Ellied fir Ferce. 11 would be twe more deys tefore the firel F-40'c

4 ths Fifth Air Fzrce would land here - fully a3 veek behi-d the ctlratssic
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shod chon MURLRIOENE TACY TTRTT zzooz-ozioend,

detericrzting raficdl,. Lasz._foo
beer gzrrizored on Tiak,

wae

that  evacustiin of Risk

TLne, Efmericzn

cperating north of Fiab i~ Sore-Zidari Zay, <cz7+ three bergse
fFerecmmel and  suepplies treans %z zcoomplich the  pagzzge i

2f reszistance in ks .esl and the fact that

€ gsrnerslly corcentrated 1- the +111 227 and VYz:zt Caves areas

to telisve that the Tapz-zzz tad beon 2 gsrers) withdrawal 1o

a0

¢ rorthozet, forthelzzz. trs Tzrarese wets heled up irn

¢t zrezz - WYezt Cgeeg, Ezzt T-uze. 22 Ibdi Foctel - all  of
rZtlrte o2 considoratle fmeriogn 2Hiset Yo ousrgoTa,

3 ozt thez Ibdy Feobst i the 22zt ha3d bezn Zdozicnsd wore o

grems  trar  anyibting elce. Khen 1 camz eashore, the 1434

rd 1tzelf split tetwezn tuc zrcas -  thre overlooking

from the northeast, and the Ibdi To The 142¢ Infantry,

eht 11 firet daye on Fret ire

vmoy howsver, 1t went 21 %he off:z-si.9, frcm north

rg3 zr gr:i¢ thal rar parallel 'z, z2°d lzy scme $07 yarde west of,
'z Trail. Yrnfortunately, Japz-2c¢c rifle, rTacrtine gqun, ard
.a3¢ ~f sufficiont velume 372 effectie? céfectivrrece. to prevent

b et ettt —




: s ot frtice ff thRat taltzlizn ctzri-c the etlrongpoict. he &
g 2%, *ts rzoime-*zl ocormandgr regorted otttz favcrite tecl of  the &1cY
" Tiztizn of & torberdoerl cf

Iofantry, 2.2 1vch mortars of D Company €41ct Tany CDecstroyer FEattlalion, 24
the bez.. maztrvzoon 2nd mortlar platocn of 0 Corpary and H o Company 1424
A4
“1l
Infartir:. irn =211, nearly 50,000 roundz =of artillery end tortlar

I-otrz sz Teeezy 10142d Infantiry resems? Sl efforts 1o eliminals &ll
Tzpgreze rezietance, The Americane row fdicsgcecerszc that 3 high degree cf
reeroerzefolneze woold ta recuired 1f tre Tzpz-szz wzre 12 be rcouted cout.
Sr=zll arm: z7d maitirtszoun fire wag ineffeclive: «en placsd intc the cavee
Yazgusz Lt war gzeentially  unzhbssreed snd _nrirsclted fire. Thz cavss

zr fire becavee of their

»

:2n. Ths effectle of hand grermzis ztlad because 1the

qne

wore ne:d

[

-

"w

w

 *
v
o

w groond tended o diffc fracmentatice effects.
3d bezn previcuely atlempled as 3 mz3-z -f literally turnince tte
*pangce ﬁut. but the -gzsoz were 1r rezlitly tzz larce for thie to be a0
c¥iectine toel., Flame throwers, while usefyl  zbovae ground when directed

353718 rrepared Foeilicrne, had & tervdercy 12 flzzh back at 1the cfreratcr

.tlces Yo owas 2xtromely azccuradle 1n directir: Riz fire. Regzrdlzes, the

flame rarely per:"ratec the caves themecluze.

oy

2,203l e-f-d1ertz uyere develcped ted:zrz arrivivs 2t the ultimatle
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 mme e e

'
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L. Mo ophzeptIrouz gretzlse. 1. were uweged to pcfoce tel:,

- tmmee trat oczeld ret te reszzil gitingcigtzd by the Tspz-:i:ze. £
2} o 2840 -4 “reze grenades were veed or Tiak for cave-clearicr, ez well
rziiing 27C i-cendlary purpcses. cecird grpedisrl was tte Lee cof ¥i4
z-Cirary srenaces to icrite the thichened fuzl of the flame trrower, Tre
ceZure alipted was *hat, afler & reconneiesznce, a flame ttrower tezp
12 zppr-act & cave  opening onfer the cover of rifleman. The f{flars
2720 wzull thern project  the [ rzseurized fuel into the cave eoperi-¢
Yoot otanitinz 1t. In this way She ormavimerm coverzge  could be ettsivzd
.U fezm of flashtach, When e cperatiir had  covered the ares with
1, =zr irzs-diar, cre- woeld ten bz Lssd T2 igrite tte diczpernez?

1. Thiz frozedure zllcwed maritun coverzoe with leazt dzrgsr to lt:z

rztzem,  f tztal of 1D2EL {rcenciazte grersiec osre employed on Riak, nct

v fz- reze Yt pe cperaliong, tol esles Tz dazlrocy enem  wesfone Yo
44

Tlozr tRel-ogse by infiltlezti-z Jaremzzco. Trhecse soxpecdients d:i¢d

Sl vIzrz trzn oconlain the Tizzmezz tel: oround, hewevery ard o b=

z..; =¥fecticz would have reguitsd  thzir zemstaent ouea. Recrettably,

Yo v -
L -

aF ge made therr major treztcoel zltermpt from the Veet (avee ares
:v3 the c1g¢h?t of 21-22 June., Four seoparsle cou-taratlacks were launched

“te perimeler ecstsbliche? ty the 41zt Divicion, The firsl, =1
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v
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T otzore merzeod U0 cloze o withis BO yards -8 1Eith Infantry pocitiorne

crecm  spme A=
s
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ToIi YD oga s &t wes supFertsd by Tarerecze lightl macticesune a4
RS N Logziz-? a2t tlenptl 2t 2400 btoure vas  cupported by nortar flirs
o 2 W dursctzo ozlzinsl peeilicrns manned bty  1/1946th Infz=-tlry. Teie

2Tz v was defealsd ornly zfler 40-millimeter mcrlar fires fror. § Cowrany
12t Irnfatilr, were btriughlt 1o heazr. AT 3200 hkours a thord attempl,

¢ivert lhe attenticrn of 1tte Americansy, w3s directed

n
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"
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1
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-
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m
"
—
Lt}
3
10
(8
~
(N}

zzz-.:8% © Trorzany 1427 Infantry to the <southusst of the cavece. At GO0
boorz. o tte ozl treabiot zttehpt wes launcted by the Taparsce. Thie atllack
csz o ltsl - tzmo-toebzrd combzt Lithir the li-zz ocf 17124th Infz-1try, Tte
ERE s 2z z- cloze 12 breszting throuch 1520 mortsr fice in suppc-t of  the
tzfz-zoms fremigzmz tzd Y2 come from D Tomes-s 1CfLth Itfartry or the extrems

10T Lllzoarozgtict osvmg 11% wooended In acticon, Cnly ¢ne #msrican wsas
4C
Seigzrar oantarroizticn oznd post-war accournte =2ll point e thece

coot=rattacte 2z the last ditch efizrte of the Biak__latackos-ly urder

ci-mz-2 =f C:losel Vozume, lo treakcut of the net cloced by the Americane.
T- Yz sure, thece acticre all ecpeak for the determination dicpleyed by the
Tezz-zze, Ll 1t wae rzt 3 ceoordinatled effort of all the forcse en the
t2lztd zivce o oeimiler activity cccourrzd lo thez czzt., That 1th=se acli-=s
w3z z cxliterate suicidal attlack Zirected by Czlernzl Muzume fprice to  bie
cir-itting scicicz ‘Wbkick has nit teen canfirmed) is rot readily .
e-:1f13tle, Thez2 aclizrs were unguecelizrabl; Zesperetls measureg wundertalz:

% cl:iemgzre froe th:z 4rericans, and ma, have beer uyrcertalen with a view 10

sey Zodzoze alcig the Sorido-~¥srim Ray tra1l as & prelude o
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T oerg rezolt olzz the ovirtea) eliniratizc oY recielance in tte: t'zet Caves
z-g=, On 22 June, Allied aircrafl beaan crerzling from Mokmer Treome, Tetel
Tipzrece etrength on Fisl, eclimaled at aboutl 000 on 27 May, e now putl  atl

w2z 1900 and 2900 effectives. Generzl Eichelberger felt thal tis

~z2:n gf5c~1 cauld now be directed at pre.cntli-g the eremy frcom escerivre 1o

rorth or from oevecualivtsg b oe=s3, “g¢ e%1ll had scme ercbleme ahead

e

FIwcver,

Me 20 Time, T01Ci1th Irnfantry waz broust? under fire by Japanese forces
v 2 pesiticn TEO yarde o the rortheest 2f 1t posilicn - an arza thal was

zze had cel up et lzast corne
-r3liimeter cun im thie peozilion and LY would be twe dzye before W

“--pz- _ Compzny, the 9471k Field &rtillsry Eatlalion, and t.c tanb:z freom

“ = 1074 Taoh Lompeny would b2 able 1o =ffactively reduce thre  Japanese
ssziztzecz, froztieck by The 134th Irnfa-try ‘with I/162¢ Infartpy. attached)

*z? -riginzlly besn mounted in thie arza on 21 June, btut a lack cf

m
1"

s---¢inazticr belueen the two d1fferent rezimesle resulted in & failure to
zY:rirgte the preaticn. When, oo 2% Tune, L Comrany 184th Infzntry f{inally
sr*z-z2 the grea, it discoverzd thatl the Jaranece had exfiltiratecd as much as
1.z Cayz bsf:re. The leck cof cocrdimaticn 1in the attack sprovided the

23
*

ccrmstenity for ge many 28 200 Tapgnees 12 escare.
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"r, .=zt et11l ceccevried ir T2 ¢z . On tre mcrrivg
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_IT Tz ogEtezl: fror U2t resiment trapred ecme heavy mirtar Crewe in

Y. zzz=, Thttee gareztnel  has  apparenlly tes- supporiing the  bregrout
2ttomEt of (477 tkat morning, tut were uneble te return to zzfety, and were
tylled, Zurirmg the course ¢f the day renew2d experimente to clezr the caves
wers trozd, Smole zvd flame creratione continved, and tc them waze added the

s~si-ger zoieticn. Tre 13éth Engineer Pattzlicn lowered tll-pocutd dynami’s
tz-mgaz it%c th: si-rhcle entfance to the caves and then detonated them by
.28 =% == slectric rulze. Te te eure, thic had the effect cof s=lunring the
Tzpzmeszs czferdsrsz, and thoce that =2lzcted o leaz the cavee were killed by
zirel zrell arme fire yper making  thoir  sppezrance. &% 1t£S, after =

tnz-tour LUlly in wrich ro further enemy 3ppested, the 1/142 Infantry
Zzelzrac sz West Ca,2e area clear. Ajp2in, this declaratlion was rpremature;

: t*2% rickl more  Yapanese issued from the cave and atltempled to

"2 trrzugk ke (Béth Infantry =z2nd 1/142d Irfzniry. Thie wse

127 recviring the physiczl cczupetion of ern chjective

zble 1:- declare 1t eecure. On the morning of 22 June, 1/142¢

Irfartr. zctatlizhed 1t bivouac sile &t the main entrarce t2 the Wee?t
Tz.ee, %z zttempt wae made o enter the strongpeint until & June, and it

49
Yz 27 Tute befcre the fairst deep palrol was initiated.

-4
i
"

cz.ze bad tecrn Jleveleped literally 2¢ urdarground fortifications,
This zarticular etrongpeint was capable of btilletling in excess cf 400 men
2nf w2s corpletel, cutfilted with Ltitchers, enclcsed sleepimg areas,

tezpitzl, =z2rd 3 full complement of Wweapone, radics, rat:ons, and

FLASES AN 1t .af zfpparent thal lre ersresz hay : _fferec 4drom tte
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Stooz€ tte zticus wethove ceed to force tter out o of tre cames, Tts
ciotztizez tad teszn more effecti.z cts- i-itially susgectled for
setils 100 ¢ 1I2E dsac Tapanese fourd in tte Vet laves bad o martes on then
c1
rdicating ttey havs died of emcéke inhalaticr.

Thz zrz-zlicn 3t the Wzetl Cavees area w2z cImpleted cnces the 1/142d

Irfartry zccuriled the ars immadialsly adpascert 1z the cave ertrance. A1
indicetiornz-sech as  atandc-ed radices, wearsnz, equipmenl, csmmumaticn -

simte? %o 3 Tzpzreze uithdrawa t2 the r-zr%tzrm edge ¥ 1he izland.
sezltise 12 Japanece forcee were in s:cezz Sf 21D pereorn-el killed in
El\
Tizr ozimge fte tesairtrnive of the Cperzlicc.,

rigrztarce 2t Itdi and tre garrizen in the Zz2:t Caves area. ftoth cof
z:g poeitlicon posesczad the capsbility of i-terZizting the couerland lines

sz ricalaion of the émericar forcee and had o be dealtl with befcre
erztizrs oF Tigh couele be brovskrt tz e sugesz:zf.l  conclueior. The Ibdi

rry w3y sccezfully tying up cne bBatlalizn fron the 1463¢ Infartry, while

2zt Tagoze reprezentze an unbiown Carztilits 27 the eremy since onrly the
£2
$lers flanb of the pzeiticn had been prziti =1. ilsnlified.
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22 ircm the Farai jelly te the ecgse of Mokmer. Once the three

girfisles were cszvre and Mokmer Drome was operzlional, renewed effortle were

racds - -setrslize this pesilicn, The diglzsn:e frem the centsr of e

ziretrip at Moimer Orome tc the center of the Zast Caves arza is slightls
.

iese than twe staltets milesy, and on 24 Jure, Z-2f tombers vundertcok a

opbivz miezicn that may have been the ehortlect -+ roczrdy, takirns off from

mer 2 drzp arcnance on thesse caves.

This wae ncl encugh lo eliminate &1l sctivit,, kowsver, for cn 27 Jure,
2 work fzrly from B Company $42¢ Erngireer T:oat srd Chore FRegiment was
-

gbierted tz mortar and rifle fire while 2% a z-a3.z21 p:it to the nortrweetl of

Matmer, The encginger working in this sres tad z-rlcyed a securitly force 1o

e

sgiuds zoch actione bty the Japanese bul more rreitive aclicre were now

"

appropriate. 4: 3 reeult, &merican forcss - 4.2 1vch mortare and tanke -~

<278 btroookt back 112 the area tc subdus  the gra~ese, Durirg the next

o~
> 4
A
P
1
o
LU
<

zve, cver 200 mcrtar rounds were fired irip the Eaeest Cavee ares.

ly, on 20 June, a lone 105-millimstle- howitlzer from C Rattery

—

#2f1tic-sz
2Ttk Fizld Artillery Tattalion was alsc provided to suppress the Japanese,
ard it fired 800 rounds of high explosive and emcvz into the positien. On 2
Ywlyy trocrs from E Conpany ©42d Enginesr Poat avd Chore Fegimentl and €

Compar 147¢ Infa~try pretzd inte the Easl Cavee :zrea. They ¢cpolled crnlv

zraragey of which eight were killed. 21l other Jara-ese hac




efilratad, grootz~ failure to erploy rarevver 25 a3 meste o destiroy
g ctewy, The Arnizricz: orad etill ol les--s2 that artillery cannot scicz
or o vzid terralc.
Elirinaticr of the Ib4i Foclkel
Tre last remaining center of Jazpaneece rcsistance was the Ibdi Feclet
te2f.z2~ Pgray and Rosreb, The 2/1423d I-fzriry had made 2n unsuccessful
£1%z-2% %o gertrate 1-7: thie area on 21 Tune, bul failing to sgain a
foavvzls Shroyet ntz_.er; o.ze forced to orzzorl t- the firspzwer cplicn <o
zvzogztoraetic of trz 71 1gi:zn. Trer, 2r 22 Tiure, $2llcwing lhree days of
z-T.llery mnd mortar prerarzticn, two compz-ies of the 143d Irnfernlry ageirn
z%tzr:z%e¢d = probe wezt 2f the Yeoung Mane Trail, Tce weat lo overcome
Jz:zzreee recislatce, the reciment acain resorled o teombardment, this time
for t.- Zaye, zve - 24 Tyre renewzd the =2t%=z:Ib, Zyccees weg achieved, but
c-! n & limitec tasie, for by nighttfsll :--l. 32 lacanrese casuvzllies could
b2 rzpzrtec zz21:% ei1cht Americans rillied, three B1SE1Ng,y and
c"
IT oLmI=d. The €-zmy hed -bvicusly lezr-3¢ 1z rate the test poseitle
. €8
Lz ¥ Cterrzivo2nd w2z Czmooetratling 3 delz-minztion ot previc.sly eeen.
-
e 7 Jiorey &raricz forces resumed the 2itlack oo Ibdi. Now, almost all
cf "te 142¢ Infartlry Tegimerl was involved 271422 Infantry, still operatlirs
‘ wi®t 124 Infantlry, tzing the major exceptlii), snc the Jarsvete peoeiticn
]
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cffa tioes and F Ceompay 1o 42 effeclivee, %till the ermzmy was nct
res trzslirec.

2m 22 Jemey r=trcls were zent forward to icce'e enemy peocitione wilkin
the st-ongpoivet zng trer to call artillery firec dewn on them., For the next
L
wegly, the fmericar 3ct1v1ly was limited to the firepower sclol:ion. During
. .

s ge-iod 4-7 TJuls, the 182k Coolid Artilliery Ralizlieon fired S840 rounds
tiv. fi-milimeler mortar crevs of the 143d Infantry
300 -ziu-fs., The =2ffecle were margital, far urzn the

terri-ztize of i-dirsct fire, advancing irnfanirymen cteerved Japanese

40

ccldisrz *arg 2t worb retoilcisy thei- positione,
fri-izzr froles w=re tCw atle 'z zdizm0: becaues one of the effecls cof
1tz rzzei.g %otz] tombtarcrent of B0, 000 pound: e1rce 21 June wzs the almost

¢omalste defcliaticn of tte area rezullirc it the expoeure of 1the Japanece
Foe2t1zns rad beer =0 difficult to attack teczuse they had
teer s1lec¢ atl the 'zpe of -zr3l pirracles, a%' the baze of 1lreeey, and 1in

¢l
¢ediles ary emall caves 1n the pccletl. Cr 10 July M Cormpany and L

Tivpzm o wezre atle o tes:in the compreseicn of the epackelt by syetematically

reQuicty enemy pezitizne by wuse <of tbeicolae, flame throwerg, and tank

2
fore, Cyurine the pericd 4§ the btombardmert, 11 w2ze ectlimztled that as

msvy 2¢ 37N Tarznece wers firm)l, duc in, Bl erpaerently 200 of  ther




€111, &rsrizzn forces had troubls advanci-c! o dowbt tte few JYazpanecs
rergicang zml *he cluttler created by the tomdbardmert were heving an eas
tims 1mpeding the movementl of the 143d Infartr.. As a final desperale

t ~l4'g dropped 26 torns of 100C-pzond bonke or tte area. Ttic

64

f1-21ly, effecti.zly ended the reecistaz-cs.
A1 28 thye e 420t wae expendsd ' elirinztz the finzl r-ositicn from

wrhick Tapzrecs fivces ¢could harass at¢ inlerdic?t frmericen ectizne cn Tisk.
Trs gresz 1%zeld Lze, as could bte expectied, very bFzavily fortifizd. Covering
3 rzgtersls mooztly 400 yarde long and 2B yards desspy, the IheL Pocket  was

¢z ozred witt 2! rzoor natural fortificztisnz. tbe dzfernecive vezive of which

bz boas oamprt.z? ouEen by reinforcement and judicitus Clesring of  fields of

Sitz. tdzg %t Tt1z wers TR leg oand coral pillitzres corelristed as  four-meEn
é5

fiivtlire poeitizte and at least 200 hzely pozitions. Wezpons in the

zrez srcolofz? zizwt 90-millimeter rneortare, thres PEemillimetzr mountain

Doz e I7-millimeter  guney two 20-mallimetzr anti-aircreft guns, and
thezs toz.. macti-zqune, Tre fapafese.fcrces ir ke area, part of Colerel
yi.ne s 202222 I-fantry, had tater quite literally THis orders te
X
defzr £11 *re eame, 1thie deferzsz did l:itle more then haresse 1the
Ame-izgn line ¢f zommunicslien and ssrve 2 oz isrget for an exlensive )
zetillar. teorZbtzrinzsrt, The solidiere defending tere might have been better

vee? jr o2 toontzez2ttschk te deny American accece tc Mckmer Crome..
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affsctzd. anrc on 207
Tzitured Formczan civ1lisnz repsrt
L
me . 1o otk e or2Yl. podt " ‘te
2z-ly 2¢ sover daysoprice Y This,
tzooitg 1o clezm of the Vest Caz o2z

Jzzzmezz sere mIving tc Veoraim Ray.
sr;lzcepent 2l gsroed Ytz highlistt

ke Tapzrszzo ozttt The Jzparzcs
at the Itdy Foobet; tag beer rovied.

Wrer that poeitic- finally f211 ¢on

Tspzrezz etrencth on ke lelarnd, Yha

protztl. row capatle 2§ fightling as &

Their strencth were z2¢ hizh as 400C,
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1t JYapareez th
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GCereral ODoe was

bazk 1z S1cth Army control for ves  ac
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Ferorts cof as

Divicicn was

zreazy, bkz? zlse indicated that the
Sardorzd  esquifFmenty, ammitilion, and
L

with =z e-ception of  the
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the 1lzest wveelige cf
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Tzyo oo LT fe_wel Mo oprirars Yoo o3 $F1-=2l cooertiraitlact. The wuze of heavy
rtet otatlrole by 204 I ry mnl DU Irfartry alcorng the Sorido-Vorinm

Tr tiellowroeid 3 orzoe encuch threzt 12 th:  Jeparece  that  ths recuirsd
zzz o 2§ firces was no.oer oachieved., Tn 17 Segusty,  1/184%Th Infarlry was
lardsl 2% Vardo %3y and puched Japsteze forcze from this  ascermbly arce

~Yorim Pay trail intc z=- ambush prepared by 2/147¢

Ted =tey Thig brote *re bact of all zrganized rezizlance, and cn 20 Augeel
. 75
1742 the Tisb Operation was officirally terminated.

Cutcome -4 the Fattle

Toose, Mzt Ute fraricane were zuccessful  on Riak is te etatle the
shvizlzy or 22 il winid sesm. But juest houw zucceseful ie a difficelt
gezzzz-gnt 'z nabe. Tactic=zlly, vz =cbtj=zctive of zecuring the three
zir- z wze =-his ozd rut elratesically the -3t was fairly grest, for  tte
zirvields were ntt sscured 1r tiae Yo mzke 3 significant contrituticn in the
1mLNial o2tzco: 2f tte Marianes 1nvieict 2nd this was the raticnale for
a%%artivo tn cezyre Tizk an the firs?t place. feczll that the capture cf

sarfizlide 1o Hollandiz ¢id nc eYfil]l the €trs €6iC nee since e frunwayve

$:202 Hziland ¢id T fLlfall ot trategi d th

‘tere .ers sradesuzle for uvce by Reay bemtere and Allied Air Force
Y [] ce

micslcne worg gl1ll reqvired to crigi-ate from poeiticre over 400 miles to

tte ez:t. Riab ther rzd creal elrat:scic impcrlance becavse of ite ctility

3¢ & ‘cruatd airtzie from which attacle could te lavnched into the Central
Tac1f.c¢ Area or intc ke Fhilippinse. This <stlralezic importance no  dout?

contriteted 12 the hacly manrer in whichk the cperaticn was put together o4
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srotetly ~celd 12t bhaoe prezssd ez zttazk 22 r- i

acticn i the

fdmiral NMimitlz wae 2l trat rEtivg rer.d fFrocreces
13ngs 3n¢ pressine for the rav3l 2%tz:ir thalt o
arz-eze Navy. fe  that opere’izn czme cClzser 1o

e-allable

zpzrece were very wesb at Bizt z-¢ te teliev:? e repocrte of

cnly

to kinm

decison 1o

Central

in ke

culd eventually

reslitn

previously

frcm the

were

r.lgerz a2 destroyere. Tvs f2:1.-3@ ¢ Tapznzss  -sconnalsesrnce
stirnuizst the diffsrenze bkeluzer s1rc-3F1 carrisre ant LT8¢ me;
irrortaer? 3n element in the victzry 2t Riab as  z~ylting else.
rtznce fzilure made the Tzpatzis thi-t the forces 2t Riazk were

z:arist 2 nor-exietert, carrier-tzzzd, fighler e-4d
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Loz trzizall,, When, tte operetlion wes urierzoesfel. Fut thie etatewment

ottt o Lalafisdy Ffor trz drvasion of Trar confoeed the Japanecse 35 to Lhe

»a

277 lrzztycz oz tre fllicd maln effcort ain tte fFacific. The actial intent
f o vziirg Trak was net zchieved, instead a seccndary berefit-diverting the
sizrezz o atlent2eor to the ecutr - was. While <the Japanrese fleetl cleamed

szune 1t the Frilippirnee an¢ Netherlands Indes sltempling to mount o
1ios they were unabtle 1o adsquatsly prepa-e  for £-R0.

=2 trzy rot Fi-zlly atardoted treir efforts a3t reinforcing Biak, but

- trerr sffart, the tu:z battlserips Yzrolp and Muezshi would
8 Y2z rorz trer Cerarazl Mactrtibur'e forzzz ocould have handled.
Tacti:z2lliv, lre operzlion was @ succEsz, bt there were scme  prebleme.
z-%z1-1-¢ 2 y%ime 2 Major Cerneral recigne therz nmust be comething wrorns.
fzre .zz o3 comma~d and conirel problem at Fizb cavsed as much by the lenctk
§ %z lime gt ormorniczlicneg ae by persenzlity differencee. In this casey
2ezozl e _zoeel zz fLaMD TACQE TRETD ged CiolF 2rmy Commander wae lrying 1o
ree tte cperztiz-  5- Ligk while he remained at Hollandia. He was
Yoooozis et of tzucek with what wee really hzpperning anq never visited the

izlzm¢ 2om17¢ the time Ceneral Fuller was in conmand of HURRICANE TASK

TTTTL, Nz oi-termsdiate Iomrmand echeleor exiceled btetween General MNrueger and
zrerzl Tuller. Wher 11 came time 10 act on the situstlior, Gerneral Krueger
lezta? %o move e I Torps compancer and s1aff who were not familiar with
ezt s%iTc oatd %o trres ard ore kald days t: gel orisnted, to Biak 1o
zer JFamoe of the cperzticr, FrnzElly, reshers in the field order directing

21 e 8 tre zi-f1elde 1e 3 ¢atle etipulatec by which they were o te

ervres zod sgeratizral, 211 cf thece zre reculisr zclicne given the hiagh




Jermiiott et nilEoflacoc omorgp Ul tsguritl tre three airfiel e,
Tre fvzesnzs faiffioeltize on Tizb oaerz tre czzllt of failutze o fcll:c

cperzticn axzd terraic intellicemce .3 sorerslly lacking az wae a firm
szlivrzle =f tte feorcoe = m1lzhle 1o the Tzpamez:  cormmender. Trte lack cf
boed srilellicsrnce comcsrning comecsritlicnm z-d probatle lccatlicon and

tte

"
~
O

forces Wz American cowmancer

enemy

the Americans

=2 znezdy Sto, repestl; foomd thorzzlos: DUt 244 f-cm the resr by & defender
~oogoteielsntl, let the terrazir owztb for tir, Decpite whal Newsyzcsk
- . .

10

they uere

& good groun? rooznnzizarce could have dane much

ter-3:n and enewy, bul as has

tzsr ochown, *t1g a3z oz o€ the thirgs ‘Rzt Czz -1t accomplictked.
The Emzrizzns did rot rezlly resz their forcze in the attack until  the
morrits 24 19 Torz owhern ths big opozt 3l (te Wezt Taves was finally begun.

Mz-Zzm and the Creen Peaches
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tatlosrad tlo:cld sz the new commanoir, wWhile 1l 1s trve thel h: efopied

tzilo oscbios of marzo.er profpzesd by Cemnzrsl Fullery the mar-zr in FYich
.. 51 wm: Zif{ercecU b, virtue of the afrlicziion ¢f the pri-ciple mzz:z.
cog Yo7zt Lensral Foller =rd then Cererz]l DJce warntlad o yese gizcl:
*telizts o secure zrn chjective, Cerzrz! Eichelterger Leed el
Cimerte, Tre marpower advantage wee erobatly net significznt gicet
srig=z loszee, fzlicus, 3°d the debilitaling effects of diseasze, kel whkszt
g 17fz~tat wze thzet  the *rinter -f comnad  and conlrol  hesazdquertlers
gert1zlly tripled, This wmearl mCcre mangvver fcrcee avzilatble T2
tonmpligr the tseic proresviertc of  infzatry cembat - clzeitz with and
:trz iro e srepy,. Trie is muck eaesier tz ¢o with twzl e mzreiver
mez-mi1se tham wi%h four becsuse the range of avzilable cplicrne iz creater,
c1ticnally; 3 resimsnt. ezmplazyed by 1tse  coerarder, 1€ = mite coheci.s
shilirg zrzarization thzrm separale bettlaliore recponding 1o the direclion
g Zivizicrn commagtden,

I-ztsad -f the marscver cption, the Americsr:z on Fiak elecled to employ
¢ firzprwer cptizn., Indsed, as has teen cto.-, indirect firz seems 1to
s tss- the accespted zzlution teo any of the pritlen faced on Rizbk, Curi-g
2 c:*:uft of zperaticng on Riak 9F,444 artillizry rounds were expended on

78
TC ciffere-t fire mizeizne, In a¢2:2%2r 1 thie, the 4.2 inck mirtar
7¢

- or Trab fired 11,714 rcurds in surporl of 467 rissiz-e, Tt
sze  :opport bembirs miseicn on ke Ezzt Caves, alrsady descrited.
crezwnte additional firepcwer placed or the 2-2my. Notl includsd in ttec:
cores are the initial, pre-irnvaeicn tombardre-, or the roclz=?t $ires by
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Tt TSl Eeolmesr Dot oarl Trore Togleert, fUL Thie firepteczcr
Tho W MTRICIE T2 TONTT haz (o be reivfirced telcs. o doutls

infz-try stlregth. 1o achieve 1ls miseicn. Tre crigcival  force

b

HU

v &nd had the cround forgee r2rzovered cnto the ct

énd «€l:11
1te crigiral

Fatvace may

ave tesn zufficient 1n size had it beer vezd 1n rass, had rsconnaissence

Jeclive.

cifficulties

2z cf

fCzrz-zl Flller'e srz3t orrcr was 27 trrovirs boal loal
zrtylle-y zr-_r1tizr &l arzes that right -r might =2l be

2% 2772 1z tre front, and Gzneral Doe, ks Aseistlart Task

Corcs Tommerder, 21thoogh c2ll frresrd, oz living or the

szzstIrs 2 7 net beeping in dirsct tzuzh by Ferscnal
80

ctzzr z%icr with the fightirng cnly 2 mile a.ay.

I+ 3)} fairrese, after Gererz]l Eichelbtercer arrived, 1the Arericang &till

e Jziz-o¢2 alec had some frroblems, The <(dsferszg on

«ell-zrazmi2ed 3t the lecal level, were acl well zz:ordinated for

wrir A mpr m-
LI ° N

LY
-

Tiak, while

thke overall

.



Ceetioro i otto ooritissl o=irédyllde. When ths invzzicn begamy, the comre-dz-

voomeo o voraeld withoot commernicalionz witlt the rnaczl firce comrandzr i

wzz* Tz g¢. I-lesd, tre chrief of ctlaff of the Tizy Detachpzol in the

fz.€¢ w2z 72t aware tY:z* a0 ensmy landirg had cocurred urtil the everning
72 2., The lYapanese defences were not orgarized in cufficient derth

1
14

-
.
[

Y

~17% %o a3} wath Rz Aworican lancing, Numer-cue cutpeoste, in pesence

cr

a2

ecrse-live, %o frovide early Zarning for any attach 1o ceize the airfield:s
-3 neszczd, Thie zcrest would tave required esufficient wire er radic
Zorvocziztizrz oa-zilable to permit the tra-fer of infermation fcrcee

torbz-:re-tl; 1n & esriee cf disconrected roeilicne theatl were not mutually

g

segpartine ard 2z & reeull they were not able  to conduc

a crordingted

0r tte lcczl level, the lapatess were quick 1tz identify arnd reirnfeorce

ths bey terrair g hge teen shown., They were atle to impede movement of

the

tmericzrs o *he point that it arpeared as  though (enersl MacArthur'e

-

ziong Framary avenves, bul 1f outflanted and faced Wwith eevered linss

82

cormetioEt

.. -
IS

@%.I" wae apearently more critical tran ie irdicated by the amount

s

gmfunticr grd reticrz fourd in the caves.

1%}

tes, would te defeated, &t least 1temporar:ly, The Jarznec> defenders

v tc cevelop potilicre cafatle of stopping the Americans

cf

'icr, the defender %ended o esvacusle Hie position. The supely

of
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The c.e:z%i- (a2l e wmret botvarezr: tzz Too 20 ith ths mEo-ze 1t which
Toicmzl Wosro o serlzos? e pogrnderczricts b ococxlozd, The tetel rurter of
forczz tRat Cltimatelr rezched Rigt o1z oot .oy BUl o as a3~y &g len
corpary-saized vrits wmay Pave besrm lacded z-d flzizd in poeitiz-z elomg the

£
r1dge oveploslics Molwmer Drore, Tre razszccnatle commander wight have
cersidered tricins thzee forzee (o1l sock Cirme 2z @ mejor ccunleraltack

Szeld e laorzted, In thie case, that cplicn mis?tl ot have teen availastle

girce Folorel Viyioure, a8 the mnoel forwerd corhander 1n the Japzrnece

fzferzi e "s8)t, in 3 foziticn that ooaz thogght o8 L: 1ittle rore  than  an
cotrzet == I7 ¥zv. rnever kne, 1§ or wher ke would te reinforcecd. For thim,

svery ~satfirtz z+% rezeresd hal 1o be thought ¥ =z the last reinfeorcoment.

Whern, zZf%er 14 Tums 1t .2e ctoicos no rore res-firzzments would be received,
Crlonel Yezome wae lefl with defemding @ stromcrzi~t until suchk tims as  his

Tolorel Yorome azoll grotably taes tfen mIcz capable of conductling a
strovcor dzfersz ha! Y2 c2lled in the forces 3. ItZi ard at the Eastl Caves,

s mie thzm harzss tv2 frzricsns and czieee them te

cf their
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ipericst maln 28fzrt zverl-cobing Mokmer Crors. from 1these peositicns it
<-.12 tzve tesrn presitle tp stall the frericets 2.:- lonasr &nd ther thavs

1%y tr tocrduct arn creanized withd-awal 1 force to Yerim Tay or

i iem o ae ,— -
-
-

e mbe an e amh e Are—————— - S




2t Tr Sozriiry Iglacd. Tre lzck ¢ eifective internsl lines -{

JItturieztizcs appoer to raee placzd ke entire defense cof Eiask in a
Vriolez: oprextllar. Witrooet commeniczlicon te tiz outlying critey, Coleorel
Vo.o.me wae uratle 1o ¢xtermire the American progrsee or orcheetrate a

si2tzbie. ccordinaled respores. In the stndy the Japanese leosese totslliel

€177 vl1ed i oacticn, 447 rrizconers of wary, and an estlimated 2000 vunlocatzd

Load, when tre 81st Tivazicr departsd for the Fhrilippinee 17 194%, =+
elz1%1:-3) 1070 Japarsee woretelieved 1o be oOrerating as guerrillas on
~ A
T4

TIIL SEVITY OTHE TACTICZL SITUATION
"~ e - ~- - - Id - -
L. Si.dy_ lba_srzs_2i_speralils.

(a) The most remarkatle acpect of the weather at Riak wes the
hesl z-¢ ite enervaling effcct on scldiers, Detailed infermation on cther
wezther factore ie lacking tecause plarnere lazhed knculedgé of wind, tide,

current, and cffchore cornditicone at Riak.

t) Decarse of the hezl, waler <cupply was crucial 1tc the

"
(5]
—
[N

cere grility to fight effectively and tied crerations wvery clesely 1to

ite 1:-0istice traln which supplied the much needed water.

tc) Tropicael rain foreste ard thichk, lush vegatatiorn resultling
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feon, the gInstlart teal oard friqoont 2.7721.y aiorg with ce-tain terriin
char. %ariztice, lercel, deiinod tre bzitlc Toe Tlav,

everely «conetricted Lty the

(1]
n

of cormuniczlion wer
seeh $creste,  Inland roade were 1:tle more than tracke which required wmwuch

eff-rt tefcre they could cuppert vebicilar traffic.

(=) Sgecific irnflivrence ¢f weatltsr c¢n cogeraticne include the

fzlizerts

1. Hydrographic inforraticsn bkad indicated a westerly

current Sl 11 w2z etronger than had tzer anticipated cavsins the naval

Srzmzport orouep 1z oarrive 1% minutes early and 1,000 yards wsst of the
Flzm-zo o lccoation,

o. There was hzze on itz rvi-ning of 27 May =znd it was
tzd by smobe $rom the rnaval btar-ace. Thic haze limited observation

y frovidite cencsaiment limited the effe-tiveresgs of
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fires o both cides.

I A frent of bad wezlher east of Uiak _delayed plannad
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fizher czser on 2 day uentil 1110 houre.
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£y I- sz-gral osnd zpert frzm bz kesat, weatbter wzz ot 2

"2y Tarrzin (202ven,

1. Tre d14%31cult ard larcely urnkrown terrzin held by the

izt, zlthcugh LTC Eichelbersger

rzeorited Trav s terrarr =g the woret 1n o the Tazolfic,

2. Thz enlire zzithert czest iz fringed by & wide corel
mzgd Zroivs o2t low lils Deap watlem oce-erally 2-2:tz, tul In eocme placss a
tz--ier reed lise fortter cffehors st Scrids z2vd Sorcke, this tarrier reef
cog.g-ts2 zzcezz 1o tte etors. AT Foerik tuz coral  jellies extended over

“te reed zod cI 1l be yzsd fop pnleszsding. There were zlec jetline at  Mohkmer

_toob ozzuld seppert erlozding., The conditicte in gereral were cuch that the
lzedice 28 Toreidersd the moel d1fficult attsmptad in the Southweest Pacific
tI o Zz%e 3t ttatl time, The main riegk to rerecvnel was from helee  and

;':Jectxc?e zr. tte resf 1nterfering with lancding craft. In trte event tte

resf proved smiztt oanl ro difficully was experiernced.

I, Figh leland itz=lf is roushly triangular in shape  and
rr.o bz ZivrlEdoints t.c parle for deszcriptive  purpcees. The nerthuest
o tict comprigse roectly cre-third of the isglandy, while the southze:zt
fzr%ice corprisss the remsining two-thirde. The latter porticn i€ further
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e tg.idsd mpsozormztils o oan tz2lf by oz2n olszizlzd ocora rezf estend:i-g
2= thezzt to -o-ttozel zcrocs the srlirs delard, Trz northeecst third cf e

slam?d, i wolIztir IrisiTty 1% mounizicous én¢ Zi-Sizelt e trzveree, The
souttwest portizo of Fisk 1z & compzraticel 1zt coral  formaticn which

4, FParticular atlenlicn wili &
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crads that roet of ths zoticon tozb plaes,

2. The sntire soLttio- czzstlire ig tloeely
Farzllclsd &, =z 2lsvated croral reef rizing tz z2- zlzwalicn of ZR0-700 feel

= ==l tt2 rzzolt of zzversl volozric czthruzte. for guen in the chesrect
rlzcer  thz ol1SF 1c composed of 2 scrizz of %eraczz, rarrew in the wvicinity
7f Farz; zr2 oarze-i-g o on the level sgpacz betlzzc Moimer and  Serideo. In
52-er3)l. the c:o-2) cili1ffs belweern Drisrsf and roiomer Villacses would, 14
clesre? of .e-s%3%tizn, five the afpecarsz e cf %:zr: cf reoush hewn tblecke,

k. Alens the =outherr stzrs from Crisref 1o Mokmer

illzsn thiz co-al ricge clocsely parallels the =*- = line and, betweer Farai

“yir e, A r-
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Yillzoe fzrrira a3 relatively flat area belweern cliff and ce

W
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-4

zige Yz forr o4 g cheer Corld ziiff riging to an e):vatizcn cof
o %tirs cz2st 18 @ corridor teluzen cea ente coral  Rluff
foolezsz Vet I0C fzetl ir the Liiinity of Paral.

£. The cli4¢ turns abripztly nerth and thern weel =

e

[

niize wide from Molmer 1o Srrido. This comparatioelys
z cf 3 cer1e? of low terrace: uvp (¢ a mile wide., The firet

g corizi~zd  the three Jarz-scz  zircromes  fer which the

veht
Z. LTC Eicrvelberger has describted Figk ase an isgland of
z.23 2-24 =z- zpprecigltior for these caves are crucial to en

cf *te Targ-eie defense of [iak, The coral ridge is honey
z=.82 3¢ 53laries helloued oul by the action of the oces=n
clgz-12 wptrreste whichk formec the  1eland. In ccme places
re largs zaver-g reached by rnarrow openings 1n the face cof
ctlhzrs the roz¥e of those subtler-sinsan roome have ccllapsed

snre 40-20 feol deep ancd up 0 187 feet wide. From thece csumges

Cz.ez cpe~ uf and patsasee may lead tc intect underground chanmters.

.rre fieuring mact prominently in the Jaranecse defense cof Piak were o

firn the Yoim

=r Fzchet f3lso called Eastl Caves) and the sump connected to
. &1z of zignificance are faur levzls of caves in the face

rides juet west of Paral and from which the Japanese could




L., LT Elinglilrgitiostzitie ldescriplaicn ¢f trte souttersm
18 g lictiomine
T ory 124t vz Utz seoay and on oy L bt were the cerel
cl2ffe, which rziced tterezlves skyward 1.tz tre Falicadss elong

czveg Wtict hzd ozver yel o be clezrzc zf the eremy. Circtimes
tha 23 f%fc 2ltowed co far zeaward thzt Ne rarr-cw road curved

5 frI.tuts o tazetigt.”

J. Imlanz o ths otter zide ¢f the coral ridge  the
sr-art oL z: Tttt TV grneigte? v ke wzir oof 180 fo-t-hich wvine
Doered wozrorricz oLttt LT FSrgt-hish bu-zr os-3z:z im the “cpen” arceac. There
gre dn, trzili oL ths area,

i “1zn and fire.
Jztliar ¢ fire favcred
g1t == tre n rallelar the zbarsline virtually
et 22 ohzz RSt lar2i-g3 4rar
it 2t z7¢ W the The Arericans ckeervaticn
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im:ted pheervaticr 24 firez by totb eidse 1o
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2. TYerrair eglez favored Jaraziecee use cof direct end

szirect fire weapcns.  The csvee and sumpe fron «tich the Japa-see cperated

-t ige. zigrnificenY srotectier from both  typee of fire, The ¢£merice s
cgm2lico I tte zast .erc wezh more  wulneretle te firee of &ll Fkinds.
- foreztsd arese 2lzo limited the cffectivereze of firee frem both
tles.
s Toozzzlmert and cover,

i Cz.2r and «carceslnent fz.:red the Japzrese. The
2.1, z_tre, =°f frrcstzd zresz on the cozelsl ricdzes 2nd the rzin forect
Totta Lelzeg ctatzis Lzre oceploited by the Japztzss, while the Americazne
zre 1-.%1z21l 124% 1+ the opern wilh onrly local crrortunities  fer cover or
cezzglozct oo th: oresl,

2. The laparece were well aware of the areas petentisl
s+ 1z wr znd coroealent and had  teken those factors into  account  when

se plans. Tre American'ts were slower to react (o

»a
we
Py

zrra1- factzre t:icacse during the planning phase zvailable mape showed cornly

13%e torrzrc zlong the coast. Thaee maps were inaccurate ==

~ezard: *rs lcrzticn and sradient of the escarpment. The caves were not

toom 2% 211 avd the 1nlard areae cf the island wver2 unchartersd. All in

b m
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CItemlamenl, Ite e

moosd Tz o fiantk 1t z-
¢ Cretzcles. Trs rpraimar. cobtzlzcles “era r=21

corelete? of tve rarrcw craetlal plaarn deormi-atzd by tte parsllel cor

tzerzi-, Trz Yara-see fziled 1o effecti oel, tiz 1n returzl otels
ra-vzdz crez o~ with tre evcepliz- -8 3 e gro 2zl lzid 273 poorly

17> fielizzo=nd szolatle? permaterl cillbzese, Thz Tzpanecss
dare- - coam fzozegtle orounde 3 f2 lzg ostd esrth pilltoves
farzioz2l «1l1 1 die.
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o. Yey terrain favored
poees1bly  bec

worthliess, =zppzrently gave little thought

—

treir plar on laclical sorprise and speed

egirfields vith little regard for terrain.

ie that the Jafar

2id 2¢.z~ce 1o the rugeeld terrzin

czves z7d cliffe cverlechirg tte
ted a2 “sracicus defsres. There ere

id r21 defernd at tre choreling as
war claim that concentratine cn
ercuely d2laying the preparzticn of

izn which precezded Fizak by

ce were simply
lice zorevkere in telueern., In any

npcwer precluded coTrlete defersive

the zpareze, uh:o ini@elly held

ayse  thsir maps  were practically
initizily tz key terrain, basirtc
>

; mIving quickly 1o capture the

As tte batllle progrecced and the

Lmericans gained 2z apprecialicn for the impcrtance of terrain to the

(=

carl in &merican plzTe.

2. *lcng the Ccastal ¢

ttrongpointe deritztad the coastal

(11

F.

zirdromes, The main coastal ridge from Roerel

ridoes $0-7% yz2-d:z azpartl separated by

aprece defenze, bey fterrain and itls conlrnal plzyed a pregreecively larger

liffe & series of tlerrain derived
prcack to the thrzs opereliznal

"> Parai comp-esed seven coral

cullies E£C-100 feetl (dzep. Thece

r1doez were honeycombed with emall naltursl caves, pathholee and  crevices.
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i co.zzoiattle =01l onomoet o7 the coiral, bl tte zre2a maintaite? & cover
: s orait forcel contairing lrees ©-20 1-2te:z thick &and 100-1850 fect

booh Tez orzlive traile lec over the ridezs. Tr: niel essterly - Krown  oas
"Tte Mants Trzil” - bzgan grn the beach read ztp-ciimately 1270 yarde west of
Fs-dor, 11 was & fairly well defined Yrachk which ewurg nerth oin o3

scrpzmz%i o ely 22z, rocle sver the ceven ridaes, & water hole vazs loca’ed
“z3- ‘= tezch termi-ue oF thiz traal. “Yzure Mar'e Trail,” 122C vyar‘d:

te- west, follcwed 2 difffcult, lese sr=fd 3! route over the ridges to

"ar defenezs cf the Itdi

L
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3. Ibd: Feccket., The ce-%rz) porlicn covered an  area

R
It

ted ¥ Tt heavily cornelrucisd

clltevzz 28 1-g, cirsl or (cncrete, and tezls  trenches. The~s vwere 21
=z zr =z%_rzl frrtificatione, incleding 4 larzz caves and 17 er3ll  onee,

1}
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=2 toen amproved and some nerz uzed for living gquartizrs  end
siners 3¢ 2:d etalione, while €till others .=re vsed to store f-od ard
clzthi-c. Qtser.zlicn and firee in the ir-27iz%e wvicinity were limitad
el o 10 varde tut improved daily 3z messive artilliery silrikss

unzle to tree stumpe, Irn adZiticn 1o the core cof the
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It¢: Fochbet, 3dditicnal etrong pointle were cited =t the north end cf both

]
]

tratle zz ampartant ¢ a flanking movemernt arsen? the main coastal defencee,
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"tz tzin ridece. From Farei
2= 1ila3te vz eczvard zids of re rain coastz]l ridge gives
2d ccastal tlerracs zpprorinmately 00 ;z2rc: Wwide =nd cne ard
cra. Slarting toward tre sbcorz %2 “zprace ertde in & 20
zlzng or near the wz'ar li-e.

¢. Ezzt Tzoz:s Triz gl-oozzzint efferc?d excsllent
cmgealment 1n the thick veszetaticn, [-rzl cavee, e&~¢ cCcrevices,
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2. (4= Cav:z.
citgsztitr of the ¢z.ee therzelveg, Pich
Za.c8 and haill 3206, Tre beest Cavass
' sfprzzitee  from Mokmer #irf:gld. Wh
contrziled Mormer Drome and the ground
Torzlzz 2irfields 1o the West.
sl:t tremches, foxbils:. and bornbers. M

srourd frem whichk  tts ene®y ir corn
srzelle-t zteervatisn and fielce of fire
worttozet 22 on the ridgze rorth atd n
themesl.sz girzizled zF mary favert:s ar
b Frovizes the main enlrarcee to the ca
firee ~ere 1nzffective tecavee of sizlac
grlrzriz: ard tecziess 2+ (ke bkormsvoomb o

244 f-1m ke m2in eniraice. Remarking o
vzungd they bz, rosuler mative houzes i-

ke dripringe.

w3 § 311 kinde.,”

pcTe

‘f) Averuves of Approach.

zre on

oever cxver

linez ¢ czemunicaticn to

The Weet Caves wers -

crth cf ttrs

cealed avd

alcng the reoad runpirg

crituset -of

Titee a7 1t

v

[0
*

0
o

¢cminsting  lerrain

the rorth cf ‘e
ridge ¢rorminating 1re

zilled the YWeetl Czv
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vipoeted bty innumerstle
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wcoded h-ozh
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hill 22¢C. The caves

aglagmitse  at
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l. #ccese to the scutherr Coest wag limitsed 'z Zcenek =-d

roirer by 3 2772l reef, Meobmer was rejected 2z trs landing eite since it
.2z There 1n ths vicinity of the chjiective that ¢-s-ican pla-rsre erpected

ike main Tzpzrnsee defenze, From Posnel threre were -oly two eve-ies to the

egirf:elids, one o281 31z the ccast

(1]

nd one gzirg ~orth and trken weetl aslong

. The «coastal afprzach. Ttis wase &a btigh ¢psed
avenuve -f approach since 1t orierted on the coczet ~-3d which wse the test

zroend line of zrmmurnication to the obd

[a d
<
[ 4
[a)
-
-
i
>
tH
n

wentle ehcwed thie was
zvenus ¢f approach. It did rot ecrc ide suyfficisnlt ersce 1o
sceemzdatles the zitacking unite and seversly carzliced them for moet of itls
iergth. It rzt few crileria of & 2cof zpproach. It lacked maneuver spacey
2z ttat combzt srwer cculd ot be deploved  ac:zicuaele tlo cvercome eneny
ze, It did erzvide a3 pclential kick speed  appreoach with relative

Zzzz 14 mooaemzet, bul thace a7 artugse were far -yuzighed by the fact trat

uw

i rzr tre gamutl of Yapanese cbstzcles, grosidad lillle cover and

coccezlrent from Japsnece firee ard did net rrooxdz the attacking force with

< Z-zklz zreer o3licr and field of fire,
b. The inlanc apprcach. Thz :inland plateau coaneigted
of highl: reztricted terrain compriced -4 jurcle, +3in foreely, end thick

sores crs.th oufp te 12 feet hick, Thie zroa lacred wzler and the heat and
“orality wate 1ntence.  fBccese 1o the plstear was liriled 1o the Young Mans

z:1 znd the 017 Mare Trail discuszszd carlier 3nd limited to feo-t trafiic.
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inYand from Opiaref to *the zurve.esd dreme neorth cof Bosnek
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i:% oon g very delerietsd rocad that required much encineer werk 1o

¢
13

i, 7% tzolid chiclzs. West of a line perrerdiceler tc Ibdi the rcad

trztzd 1o o2 footpzth and scrub crowth limited visibility 1o 10 yares

Ve
e

csz. - erite pf its limitetlicns thie avenue uvltimately proved te te
the tset one becauze il avoided the mein Japanese dofensee and becsvse tha2

terrain did nct overvhelmingly faver 1the defender 2z
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the; ¢i¢ on the ccastal  eprrcach. Pbteervatizcn arnd fielde of fire were
relzatinel. zeuals cover and céncealment preotetly favered the American, who
verine zgairzt what was basically fired defenzive poeiticne} they

tatsn from the rear and mansuvsr  SEaC

m

was adoquats, althouvgh

o In csumy, i1t wWw2s =ea3zier for the dsfenrnling force to

e

2. Tte impact cf weztrer on tactical copecalicns was
prirarily s fuenclticn cf 1the hest and the neceesity to limit American
z-z tc the leoistic capztility tc supply attacking forces with
«zte~., Thkie was net a frobler con the coastal approach. Il was an
cverrifxﬂé corerderation on the irnland apprcach. The weather likely had
1ittle :1nfluence in Jaranese defencsive operations. fhey were operating from

fired toces which were well eupplicd with water,
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avpdzte

s, Terraln “al & g1z 2frc:nt irfact cn tacticzl

sremEticcr ozv2 Yt oz vzoy larze eitent defereiqzd how the battles was  fought
deerile - s-.%:iliitg “rerican ewperiorily 1o otunbsre and in firepceer,

T, Tzrrz-e ths oppceing forcee to ascsrlzin their combat effecliveness.
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{37 Ccrmitled forces. 4t %= time <-f the eassault on BRiask
tely shtoayn by the Americans.
Tefo-r2tier rgmaine 1ncemplete and contracdicizoy, but an analysis of UE  and

“s incdicaled that 1the {ecllowing

crmizzitizts and strengthz repreesnl 2 c:zmsrallv accurate  ascessment  of
Tziz-eze forzzzozn Tizb Tzland as of IT Mz 1044,
COMRCSITION APFROX STRENGTH
. l 1. ARMY, 222d Inf Rgt fless Eth and 9th Co's) 1,400
!
’ U/1 Tavk Ca., 3£tk Inf Civeion | 8o
3d Firy, 49tk Faeld 2ntisircraft Br 140
L Elements 24th Z1c-al gt LINK ’
{ Elemente 2£7F Tivieicw, S22
Trangport Lt 1¢0

Elemente {41t "ivieicn, Cea

Tk
- i |
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FgRE P

Traneport Umit Z00
17%%, 107th, 1081+, 2irfield

Cernstruction Unite 1,2%¢
109£h Mirfield Ca-s*ructien Unit
Elementes J49th I:Zerendent Motor

Trarepor! Co. 1214

41et Spscial Land Duly (not further

‘identified 70

SCth and 4%tk Cornstlruclicn Co's £

: 1e? Branch, 2¢th Tivigion Field Hrepital UnH
IOtk Field Ordramzs Tepol Branch 1Ry

Stk 121k Mobtile Lyrier Sauads R

Elemente 27tk Anctorace HQ 70

15th Formosan Spscizl Laber Croup UMK

Miscellznecus field and A& artillzry

U=its ———tl
e .o . Apprcyimate Sutiotel 2,920
ao. NAVY, Elements 28th Naval Faee Force LNy
I3d and 108th éntiaircraft Units URY
19th Naval Guard Unit 280
202¢ Civil Enginesr Unit ——h
N SRR e L s

R,
e

{ i 2
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of 27 Mz. 1944, 4,000 were combtal sffectlive

-~ - - o
‘riire wire Frmel
- - Y - Al - . - -
a.a1lzble surrlies s

4.

Cf the aprroximatslys

and uveed as irnfzrtry

nd wearcne,

Major Weaper csyelems
SYSTEM
Tank

G" Naval Cun

90mm mortars
120mm “aval Cun
7%mm Mounlain Guyrns

7%mm A8 Gun

27mm guns

25mm M

]

28mm Fzpid Fire Cun

12Zmm Fapid Fire

In additicn to Army and Nzvy oround Feorcee on Fieb,

Approrinate Subtctal 2400

cvinate Tetal 11,256

E-3

21* (baced on Jaranece

recerds, net zll feund!
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Tune whern Japaenece regIntalesance

13
BN

M, bzd 1D fichlzrzy = nediuvm bombere, e~d oa  few
26t 2tz cmcd o the Izlzod cr othe 27K Cf M2y,
srforzing ¥§'ces.

Irnit12lly the Japznecse NWNz.y wrote ¢ff Fizk  tecayce

zecele for the anticifaled crucial tatlle against the
s Mariartac. Uhen Riak was allacked pricr 1o the

in the «central Facific the Tzpansese chzrged their
zcided trat they couldn't afferd to lst the UC Eth Flest
1¢ ke sopported bty 2llisd zircraft operating cut cof
¢ therefcre planned tc trarspcrt tte 4,20C-man 24d

from the Frilippine: o Riszt, to move 2 infantry
2 %2 Fiak, avd 1o reivforce the 27 #ir Flotilla in

reirfercement allempl wae succescful.
wy 1-~itisted cperaticn "HKON® on 30 May

Fetween 3C May end 11 June three

The first was carcelled on 2
aircraft repcrted tc the KON TF eteaming
Thie

zlli1ed naval force was lying 2ff Riak. repcrt

i)

—
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t-cLTE L3l rreludse carrisrs in thz rezcrted sightng end caveed the
Teravize ' oczrzel the cperaticn bteczuze 8 their fear cof carrier-bazcsd

sttz:te. & gecord "HINT pperaticon wes mIictted cn 4 June with  the limited
ctrsctioe of moolng spproximately €07 me- of the 2d and 3d t=ttalicns, 219tk
1-4, 3Cth Darverc-, from Soreove to Fiskb. Thie cperalion wae uneucceecsful  due
ts z1lied acticze z=nd reculted iv only abolt 100 infanlrymen mebing it 1o
Trab, & Shard "UONT 3ttempl was czmczlled by the Janpese on i1l June in
crde- to corcertirztls their naval forcee agzainst Eth Flest szctlion in the
Tectrzl Facific.

2. Tapansee &rmy allszrrte o relrnforce Riak were more
v thz- *zd been the Mavy's. Duri-z thke “HON® cperaticne the 2d
frez em. Z2izpztioted reinforcemente to Tizb by bzrse from nearty tacee  while
Lllied 372 Yzpe-cze nzeal forces wzre mzrsu.ering tarth and nerthwest ¢f  the

12lz-4. Thers 1g speculation that the moozrert -f the three “"HTN

w
w

sr rzoe o tacrm opariizlly 3 deccplict to drs allizd rnaval urnite away from

iz gz %3t JTzrarese laraes wilhcutl raval rreotlection couvld reinforce  from

tre z-ithwesst, Wrat 16 bnownr is that tzteeen T Tyne and 23 June the

Trrzrzzz r2 . nforced the FBiak Detachment iz Herim Bay with approximalely

1270 o o3s folle s

“hal IITouzId eEOX WEETE_DEELDYED - KEEN
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oo T Neemfour or Sorong «z%7 CAVES ty ZE JUN
T-liTer 1ot A Cocronn TIT Ceves 23 IuN
L1ze
4, In currary, thece reinfircerzrnle were too few and oo
lets 4tz effsct the outczme, And ccneidering the Tapanese losses  frem  the
Tutogtlenptls =t ke frmy'e reirforcements fpzrztlicne, the effort wes ot

td propcrtion o the selrn. ’
€., 7Trz Tzpzreze zttlempl 2 rzitforce Biak witk a2ir suport
w2t 27z utsuccszstoel. It 1e ot bnowrn how rzny cf the plznned S0-1i%¢

s1rcraft actusally arrived at Halmabers, Scronz Z3d &ir Flctilla HQ)Y, or
pinez, bet 1t is  known that mozt «f the Japanecse pilctle

Crinesz ~zre struck with Malariz -~ other 1tropical diseacses

zrd teczme cazosllise.  Althouch Japzrnese zir rz:ids were a daily occuarce
cvesr %Mizb, trz zrce-tsz? to re more than barrzzz-e-t after I0 May. From  the

le ¢ Taparsse air swpporlt to Biak il sppeszr:z a3l few of the reinforcing

-

cy U8 fcreee an Fizk or their naval suppert.
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{a Witk f3. e:copticrs loetnclicay wes nol an ippo-tzrt facice
iv ttiz baltls ths cuetozve of  vhroh v s cEeo-tlielly drtzrmined ty
irndzrirymen, sorported zriiilery, Fiehting vaflzrar ac2it:st riflenar.

BY In the firet tark t3ttlle cf the war in tre CScutlhwestl

Cacific 4rez and the =-1ly tznh baltle of the fiak Campaisn the Americen

(¥al

tc) fmsriczs bzzocbas were sler effcoctive  againet  the %-ton
Tarzrese l3icht taz-bs, RUt the Jzpamega tzxd ot sffeclive AT iszapon, The
Tzrzmses relied i itfz-trewmen to deetoy tz-t:z eitter with 2 mine hesld in a
lz-c golz sospended 2toee ths smermy lznb oo with srenades., - T Jine 2

lapznese 1nfanlryran climbed aloir an Amsriczee tant an dropped a srenzde irte

the drivere hatch, billing the driver =nd coundi-g the crew. The assistanis

{d: & ttird zxzmple of infericr Tsparz:ze teqpnol:sy concerns
defortive mortar anmo-1tiz-, Mcortar fire from tre Ezet Caves never erxcesded

wher the Americans tock tris posilion they found a

arLz £%:2b of mortar ekslle, # Japztoze FOW evplzived  thal because of a
t1¢t jroidevce f defsctive  ammurnilicn,  the mortar crews Fag mol been

e et e A ———n — =




T _oz::it1czl and Adnminiztrative Syveleme,
‘a} Jaracese,
f. The Japanece logictical cyslem was cimple yet
=7zl e, Tterz 1z insufficiert evidence %o acsecs 1he Ferconnel
zzrr-mletrztlos svitems on Piak,

) 2. frnvy supply fzp:ts w.esre crezred to store  four months

wIf o9 ozozploiss i ozavse and L- othsr fporeiticns, Well concesled &rd
tiepzozed 2ompe were sstlsbliched irn cenlral pozitione north of Mclmer Drome
372 -1°t% 2§ <he tezzt ridge. Thees dumps were found to be gansrslly well
ttoobter oLath s2tizoz, zmmuriticne avd  eupplize., €0 exisnsive were thees
dorzz o that R zrz %111 being discovered by the Americzne 2t 2473,

2. The Jzpanese snicyed a sicnificant advartlese ir  that
*tzy ¢r-trzlled tte water pointe atd were nmuch less dependent than the

tmericzez o thoi- loslisztic evetems to provide this critical commcdity,

4. The laparese did suffer some local <chortagss of

-ztiz7: =2n¢ 1z a lezzst =:tent ammunition. The rapid US landing at PRoensk

i
‘ e e ——e




: ¢f cupplize befo-z trzy czeld be digperssd o inlacd

1"
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1
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e
e

: The -3 321 ghelling zlsc doztezez? co-zideratle slores,
€. Trere was & i-I0 w2.2] replscement srzlems, Fzr

perezamzl  ztIirtzgee ard replacerents ses soction on reinforcements

Tgzre TINIE Y, Thoeo roaeforzements whigh  did o arrive were freom veteran
Lt1%s 1t trz ozriz ool sere well traics

L, Feorgcnnel ehor? » o iv o gormautction with tsrrain, had
Frimat . oivpzit oIt ke owz, the t2llle Lzz friht ozrd ile cutoome., A1
tz_rres ozgree Tttt the Clvivels cutooms cof thz Fizl Cazmpszisn wze mever in
4ot sie2s the fmericzn ad znlszge 1t gIrzcic-tsl,  equipment, atd sqpplies.
3t ze 31 rzgve was ths tims rzolirsd Yo Zifezt the EFiab Cetachmernt. The
Tzpzrese gomIzctrztzd treir limitsd pzrzz-rnel azeels with & keen
2porecistir Sot terrammt oand object =2-7 zogccezfully and cigrnificantly
dzlzyzd *he ltimzts o lcime.

crrandy; Conirsls a7d Cowmo-icz%izns Syetems.

-
.

L. Ttere were mzny connand =nd contre grcbleme irnherent
% the naztore f thes congeccatich of tre ztzetmzrnt., Nel only was the
te frcm twd servicee, but

ttere wore crszent on Pisk Jeland on the 220 cof 1the sttlack 1twe officers

cenyzr 12 trz Tizk delachment commez-der, Z:l:-21 Naz-uki Huyzume, LTG Tabaze




tate Trlst D8 Er g o8 e 2 ftrea Army wzxe irzpecling from Cenersl
temytz & beadavartz-: 2t Menzdo  ard Rzge Adrirel Cadelozhi Sends,

cre-zmger ov Uhe J9th Maez]l feze Feorce heszdquartzred at Manckwar: had come

oozl ravsl forces The evidensze zezme lo indicate 1thal Colzrnel

-

Yosure reteinel Zperaticazl command of the [iah ¢ztactmznt in epite of not

”r
i
.

However, at leazt osne hig¢terian, Robert

™

zee Srath, corcluedes thatl fL:olornel Mezume rnsver got the ceportunily o

grsrcise biz plar for Piab's fzferce, beacuee LTS Nurats easscmed  directicn
:¥ e 1glaznd’e cdefenzez until tie cerarture or 1S Jurz, Irn =zry case, the
treze-ge of thess twp ss-ior cfficers 1z c2rlzir 'z hzoe compliczated command
2=¢ czntrcl oznd mede Colorel YMuzume'e ob more Cificllt.,

. CfLolrrel Yizume putlisted hiz initliazl flzvn for the

izderea ¥ Tizy o 27 2ger1l lese enc) _______ Y. A zralvsie ofF this glan
stroug that Vo_zome correctly asczecsed that the lz-2ing9e would btz maZe con the

sootrerr staztl. tot otz osetimate of  the eitiztlion did -t preclude &
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mest 2n attaack
cn tre north coast or 31 Morim Pay on the east ccast. The gplan acesigned
gectzr respormeitilities te siterdinale commanders withoylt infringing on
tte:ir rpercgatives, Concidering the 1lreops availatle WHuiume's planned

diepceitlicne, Farlicularly the siting of his ressrves a2t the &sirdrcmes, were

2 cr zn accurale ascsessment of the mcst likely threat. The
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P

Jzrzrees plzm Izt Lo criticized for a lack of detzil, tut it clescly elowed
‘v ogtvmzofzce 1vtent a-d ebcould here helped tis  eubordirates meinteiv o
ioorgLtzter Jofszrze 1n acccrdance with  tre commander’s intent were
comnbericatics 1o ots ot zff.
J. Desrils the Jspznese prdsr gn¢ despile the fact trat
Tolongl Museme rz? teer warned thal ar allied ttlack wes imminent, 1the TCiak
retactment was caught lsrgely’urmprepared and cul of peeilicon on the 27th of
*zy, Irn the mort* przczeding the altact no cerizsve atlempls were made to
crerpere to (zfezt the z-zmy a3t the water's ecdze ir accordarce with the
tlan, &> bezit defe-sz:z of any consequsnces wsre  prepared. No  underwatler
mitee or obstacles wsrz smplaced and -nly 3 few rcorly laid land mines were
gncountersd. Th:s fzu Improved bteach <caves <cowerzd a comperal: cely chort
le-¢th -f the sheorsli-2 znd azide from fire fror the fortified prziticons et
Itdr, tre 252 Taves =7 the Weetl Cavze there w2z ~othing to elop a landine
=% %te tezch zoc3pt for *Ye Lrcpecifisd "swift mIvzmenls” referred to in the
slan. The rezecrs for thie aprparent fzilure %2 conply with the commander's
crdere zre urrnzany Ut it eppeare thal thke plan was not euf{icieptly
tzirginated and supz-vised by ccmrandere 3¢ staffs e insure ils
implemsntztic-,
4. Tn the day of ths fmerice~ 32t1tlack the Japanese were
zither cavght cutl of preiticn or the slan had tezt cha-oes. The dispceitlicn ?
i
cf Jzpzresz forese or I-Cay was as follows: :

2. 1et Rattalicn, 222

¢ Infz-trv, about half the 19tk




LI S

Caoz) Cuard Ur2t and riscsllizsrezus service grearizatlicn wers ccllzczted with

Tiiirestz)l MO oz- thte y-lzed plztes. zbzut 2,007 vards  norih-co-Ttaset o
Tozmeb, The 37122¢ waz cutpoetins the Satsy, Dpuaref and the ricze eleo.e

fozne’ wilh 3 company at the former lccalicneg and a platoon al tvs lztlter.

L. I Fzttalicon f-i, 2224 Irnfartry, the rest cof tre
raval guard uvnits and seme nzval A4 slemente wers at the East Ceves.

C. 4ty Cc, I222d Infantry, MNaval theadguzrisre, arnd

sr1zus mz o2l oesruics orovizatlizne: wsre 2t the Vestl Laves.
4. I¢ Tattalion, 222d¢ Inézntry, and moet 2§ the army
service units were at Mokmer Dreome, .
3
g, 2d snd ¢ Faltzli-ng had outlpcsted ecme beach
szys: tet.ssr ¥obkmer zod Farai,
£, A platocn was a3t Sorido guarding the ecuthern
tzeric_z zf the trajl from Horim Tay.
{
i
4. The tark comps . wae 3t Makmer Drome.
A ]
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Yoo foetsy thelr pescemeszl. Tad commuticzztion, in addliticn to tra
slili S ltitr 58 1zt of defeneive greparztlicrne elludsd 1o ako e,

serol o czd tre Tzpzrecz freom cuccesefully carrying out their divil erd

L]

iitheer Iztzspt. The Yaparese relied on wire and mescsernger for their
cormuniczicne on the island, The &merican bembardment on Z~day krocked cut

gz roct 2§ the Taparces communicalict wire and beach defernsive positicrne
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trtzir defense. The Tapaneces
o tre iritial e&attack because
zatizn ecrohleme, For exarple, the zorm-z-der of Weel Cave forcee

szretime durirg the everning of
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crces tygpzeead i thes IPDI Packel and the East Tz.ee  afler 10 June. The

not  fully explzitine th latter 1tuwe
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poerficre  az  blecking positicng alony the American  wmain line of
cemmerication,  Trce btypascsed beth poeilicne esrved te accomplieh littlle

.

z.2nd tarrassment of cccassional targels of cpecrtunity along the ccastal

3. Command, conlrel, Ea commuricatlion problems
t-cbabls contrituted :icnificantly 1o these flzws 1 the Japareee defnge.

Tr the first place, lacking sufficient 1trocces o defend all approaches

S — e . o e e 1+ e et e P .




corducting & w811 coordirzted, offonsi sl -orie-tzd deferncs, Civen 1tz
circumstances 1t can be argued thet Trclonel Vizeme ¢i2 the besl hz could by

concentrating Mis forces o cdominale the zllied cltjective, Mckmer Airdrome.

Or the -ther hand, Fic f3ilire to shift beo:acced forcze from trs Ibdi  arnd
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flanting attack
ingrelicztle and almosl certainly the recult of & poor command and control

syster, &t ke very tegt the bypeszed forces in the Ibdi Focketl and East

1. Little eviderze e availztls concerning Japanese

profuctice 3¢ vee of intellicencs durir: the Fiat lesland Campaicon. The

Taparzse glan for the defence of Bialk lacl=d .pach tattalion to aseign “an

1

17 3¢ = f34 men” to reperl wealher =24 tloposraphic jnfaraation. In

addition the Farificzlio Ynit wes orgariz:¢ to crgz-ized an  indigincue epy
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- 7 o2t L =intaln ilzlecr with the -zvsl conziriciion cectizn, K> furtter
107 ttitim o ois evz1lsabls conesrnitg ‘he rmizzicn of theee acents once
mzoreiiacs Lol presvmetl they were to serve 35 cart-time coast wzlches and
rz:zrt 27 omovIments and activit;es of an invaszizn~ force once landszd,
<. Whatever the local intelligence system it failed to
grivide warning of the American altack on the 27th and the alliee achieved
tzitical surerise; though the’ Tiak Delachmert had been warned by ‘their
“igher hezalquarlers of an inpending allied ir.azeion,
2. The Jspanece can be criticized for poor analysis of
tzr-31~ 3°¢ 3 failvre 1o anticipate VS flznkirc tzctics.

3. The JYapsnese did nzt es2m to  anticipatle tte
1zvdi-3 3t %oersk irn zpitz of the fact thatl the reef blocked accssze frcm the
ez 3% Torido and Foratoe. In thiz regard ths Tapsnese failed tc blcock the
rezd “tru the defile between Posmek and the asirdremes.

h. Tts J;pareee failurs %tz prepare for an American

* flz-vi-¢ .attack wae discussed earlier -undsr command and coqtrel  (cee

t4;72:553 . An inafsquate appreciatlion oF American flanking tactics and a

f3:1urs 2 adequately analyze asnd prepare isr-sin were s3lmoet certainly

triloting faclcors,

P

-

c. Japanese CI probleme 3leo impacied adveresely on

.

czrzrilitly tc rapidly report and dieceri-=te combat information and
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d. Jeparsse naval air -coz--zizzanIe wes particularly

“errican TF convoy several time
o Tiak they appsrently fa3iled to see cor repeort tre
TInvey. Latsr, éduring the first YMON crerzticn, the pilects mistock
destroyers for t2ttlezhips and L2Te $for carric-s. Their errcnec.e reprts

zauced the Jape-szee tc aborl an ztlemft toc reinforce Riab for feer cof beirg

&%tarkzd by carrier-taesz plavse,
&Y Toitrine end Trairi-s.
ta) JTzpznese.
1. The defernze 2f Pieglk ie z2- excellent examrle of the
giro-cthz znd .:zzirecses of Japz-sse difomgl = taztlice. Characteristically,

cdefensive fezlures. fAleon
i:21ly of Tapsrecs dszfenses in the Scuthwest Facific price 1o
Bizk, he Japzrsze failed to irtlegralz natursl featuyres with otetacles,
mlnes. :!Ear:d fielde of fire., ard corelructled fortified areas to focrm a

well coordirnztlel dzfence. Il was this lack ¢ zzorcanaticon and depth which

sillowec the Americar: ultimately 1o isclate and outflank the Japasnese
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oe Stan..rd Jzpaness doctrine 3t the lime of the Picth

10 os:tcT o Lzr %o oaltzch tte csnevr; landirg force ¢ trz teach by dafetdire iT
s%-.-_ §f.inis on the E:oach. Ir the event, 1ths American toaotardmernt
Zizr_pted gormand znd contlrol, icoleted Japancsze 7%z cn the <chereling, &n?t
dec-=2ced Taparnese cheervalicr. In sumy frerican actlion precluded an
zfiectrve Yaparese Zefense atl the choreline avd ferced them to fioht & war
24 z2ttm1tion furtlzr 1slznd.

3. The JTapanese Haf conli-ced succses Wwith nig-t

2ltactz, even as they were lroging the campzion and their relative combat

E. The iscietion =and forced withdrawsal of tke

sz 142¢ Iafzntry on 241 is a superb svanple ~f Japanece infiltration

e

gctice coupled with =xcellent vee -f terrzin, This encagement <chowed hcw

indicates thatl of the
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mr.31rz] conceptl of a beach defencs backed up with offensive acticors had
oz £:-1lcwed, the Japanese would have been more succeszsful,

4. The Japareee 222¢ Infartry, 3Jéth Division, Thie
re:iment was a vetsran of China and one of JefFan‘e teetl reciments. They
we¢ Lp tc their reputatlicn durinc their valceroue 2-¢d tenacioue defernse of

Biav, Ilg overal]l ccmbat effectivereee was prcobatly degraded in that pricr




E, The corgleomeratisn ¢f onils compricicng th= Eiak
D.tachmernt was not primarily & fighting force and was not adquately trained
for combat. MHad the Japsznese epent more time training theee assete for
comtetl ard fplanned mare  thoercughly 1z irttesrste them with the combat

lerents. ths overall deferce would have tee- wire effeclive.

(2> Japancsge.

1. The laparsce defsrzz -f Digk has frejsuently been

charsclerizs? ze fanatical and i1ndicative -4 *ich moral:s. LTGC Eichelterger
Jegz-its? t~e  Tapaneee deferders as "esll  Zisciplined five ecldiers.”

According the LTZ Mumata, Chief cof STafé, 2¢ &r=z 4rmy, who wae on Biak  from
27 #5 te 19 lure, the Japanese morzle had bteen wvery tFkigh until an
trroceszsfu) atlempt to seize Mobmer Birdfield con @ Junme. Nur.ala ascesced
tat m:r?le Zisirtegrated rapidly thereaftz- urder the combined inpact of
shortage of ralione and water, dicease, and teclical failure, The evidence

trat Numalsa'ce peczimistic evalustics was premalture at test.

1ndicztes

)
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tir origh omz-zle zeozured on 22 June when,

¢ TTo vzt oter ounider Jirectozltact fon foor dioe *kz deferdere in  lhe
zel Oz ez ¢zndected =2 very oxcd antence  atllach wsisg  hand grernades and
ta.z-ste 28 thzar prinzty wespsre.  The JTzparsz: zltacted i~ epite cf tre

factl **al their co mender  had ackrnowledosd defzazt and conmilted evicide
~ withkciraw nreorthuweszt o the rcavee. UWhen the

gmericate srrorad thr Cavee on 27 Junme they fzund 3 gruescme  1ncdication cf

bett the Zzepsrzlicr and fanztical dizperaticrz cf the Japanece scldiere.
11 w2e 3 zres which had 2pparertly bsossr used zz o2 temen bulechesr ehop  for
' tzo-abzlizticelly dnclived servivere

2. Quver 7,200 Jazranzze died defendirng Rizsk, butl they
retaired therr fzmalical will to the ernd despils Cdeprivatisn and suffering,

gver zfter they brnew ttat they had lost, Ceonsicesr the foll-oaing quotatliones

"lung 2€ - Under the erictling silvualizsn. wz ar2 helple:ze,

et ce te the cuardian cspirite ¢f the Zmpire'y, c=3id cone

his deterrmination.

Pt

ser;zant from the 2%8th Divieion with &l
T

;ere'usfe abzuetl 20 of ve wounded cscldiers left in the cave.

Trosz Wbz ocould move, ascicted cthere. Those whe were cnable to

o™
e
3]
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r
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r

t a3zbe¢ for the agecielance of thszir comradee in

s

"

hoeting ‘Long live ke Erperor’ -~ left

te wirld, My friend NAT2CLVA stztted hiz throal with a knife,

bt fziled to Fill himeelf inets~tly. Witreseirg his etlate cof

‘ scor-y lert my barnd eo that he could rest in  peszce. whte could

e



croorstzod vy boreirle prodicarznt of gtalking my own brother 2

"

lazt %11 <2 are resceed., 1 am delermited to bil) myself tefere
1 lose the pcwsr 12 pell trte creracde pon. I want to reciocre nmy

health co that I car die on the batileficld =-d fcollow NACRCAVE,

Jure 28 - Long live the Emperar! Falher end mother, rleace
forz.ve me for dying before you de. I rzrpe  thaet vou will  be

=bl= %z live the reset of your livee (o fzace., I am Fraying for
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‘crme oy duly o omy counitry. My
¢ezreel parsrts, since I am commrtling svicide with a  hand

-z3Cs my askec will netl reach you bul plezze to rptl sgrieve

- . - - - -
[ Lezlerstop.
tzY Japznoss.,

1. Littls direct eviderce is availatle concerring the
Yepzreszs leszderzhip  during the Fiak canpaigr. On aﬂaljsis cf Cclerel

Yyzume's order for tre deferce of Mialb 1-dicates that he was a perceptive

S IR WL JNRT Yot -2




torlinale: o e flexible and innovetlive in

tzomcimr oocut hRiz ocorcort. Im the zventy he w3z let dowrn by hie  ecvteordinztse

lad

A1 ¢33 a2t grepare the dsfenes 1n accorlance wilh the plan. Huzume was o
tlzmelsze an this recard. In tge first place tis order lacked ¢d=lail and i-
e ceccnd place ke and hie ctaff apparently feziled (o adz2quately esupervice
1z sutordirates. There are azlee indicaticne that subordinales lacked the

technical brnowledse and nat

"

r:sle tz prepare ar intecraled defence. If thic

wes the case 1t curel, was 3 hejor leaderchip failure by Colonel Huzume.

2. The 1te=scitly and =ffsctiverness of tte Tararece

cefz-gz, Ttiush 1n marty ceses iszclztod znd urcocerdinsted, ig indicative of

zagellzrt sr2ll vrit loazderchip by Jurnicor officere and NCQs.

2. Wrether LTG WNumata tzook contrpl of  the Ieland’'s
lzfe-zzz fropm Colzrel Yozume ic an unarswered  quezlian, In ery case tie
tmezivos 1t s Jelan? mighl have hed an acdve-ze effect or unily <f command
zro rz ozverzll effeclivsnese of Japarnece lezdarethip.
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. Ths worracsne Tezsh Force was teo lznd 1n trz Zesnek arsz con bsachos
Jzercrated Trezn i, 2, 3, and 4. Due *c the trzattercue coral reef fromntirg
ttzze ‘teactes, 1the lanrding plans daifferse f-om previcus arphibious
szerztiycne v that LSTe tad to talt cetzids ths -sef znd diechkzrce men and
ze iime-Y  zisg LWVUTs, DUMWs, anc¢ LTTs for  tastks, 108 thcuitzers and
tollgdzcers.

T, Wi dU-toor g2l 31 771% feurries teing T4:2) an ile-se naval and
ze-izl jr2osm2tlisr owzs e commence a3t (IO, Trz scwtardment consicted of
I2-%28 sortyzz osnd § fZeelroyzre firing 4,702 f-i-ch rounds. tdditionally
crorese =77 fzztrosers conducled intermitiznt fiqe on the airfisld area west
1§ ttg lzmzi-g bezactes.

D, Tre $372% lz-finzs o Piagl were %o bs rzzz by the 194tk Irnfantry
Szzirz-t -t %tz zecure the 1m1lis begervrzzd Lt the 142d then gpascing

zinek te eeire the three

>
0
'
»
i

irg with Mzbmer Drome. The 1427 was toc be supported by

ikt Czrbs -§ the £07d Tank Comgzny and tre 14547k 2rtillery Baltalionm,

T, Hz.i1-c leit Humbeldt Fay orn the s.zni-g -7 25 May the Hurricare Task
Torze ocn-ns zrryved off Tozrek about 10 viritzz z-zad of schedule on the

soreatz o 2d I Mae, Witk tho theough?t thal smoz-p-itizus operation is  better

Taitit=z garly ttan laste,  Admirsl Fechtelar. 2tlack Force Commandere,
sefsecf vy lz-dira plan *c ocommonge. T2 orzozl zmd 210 bBortardmert were
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4 siv,

carrisg -l 3e plza-ric znd thzre was l:tlls anczwering fire from the 2.3k
<= ¢ ~r~g

E. The 184tk Faginmont crossed the linc cf Cefparture cn time and lccsl
zctical s.rprize rad aprparently been achizved. From this point cn  howevsr,

creratizne failed to go according to plan.

£, By 0720, the 1%4%th Reeiment was acheore but due to elrcrg westerly

-f the 124th zched Cenzral Toller, Yurriczme Tesk Forcs compzrcdcor

’

1f ke stould cortizue w1th his originzl rniscicr ‘z:zcuring the tbesckhesd) or

-

razther szssume the miczicen of the 142d znd move 1z the west o cecure b

~
"n

>

- etick te the ericirzl rlar cauveing confueizn ern

o

142d came azhore. Fortinalsly Yapansece resicetance

i€4th meved to positicms =lcng  the coral ridces

erin? Trozregl o3-d thee zscured the boazchrzad, The 140d procoeded weel slone
the oozl roxd taving paszed through the 194°F &1 aboet 0920, &t 1377
lezd 2lzmerte of the 1:2¢ were confronted by ths Tarsy defile, a vertlical

Dli8f 27 000 fezt oorly some 100 feet from the bezch, A small Tapareee force

ZCZUFy175 the ridce held the regimentl supported =y tante, al bay until 18500,

Tarrran~ . eornl
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1le the regirnz-1 dug irn for tte nichkt et FParsz:.

Tvo: ozt e tltze of the first Jay Hurrics-
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L3y o ozeceriti the arrfizlds. They had y32? 13 encounter the tuld of [Riask's
11,000 maen 2efsnee vnder Colonel Herume wh: kad chozsn to corczntrate  his
Zefarcge o e high ground dominating the airfields, The 1/272d Japanese
Irfzntry wae regponcible for the scotheastern section of the ielarnd. The
Z0222¢d was tz defend the arifields and the c¢oast from Fosnek west 1o

€ tulk of the 3/222d ard the terk compary were held in reserve

L1611ty of the zirfiszlde. Though T2lcnel Muzeme had correclly anticipated

z ¥ rr1czve Tagh Force cbjectives he had  failed 1o fully inplemant his
¢eferzze, Trz Chief of Ctaff cf the 2d =rea 4rmy. Lt General Kumzts who wae

Ltgfecting Tiar on the 27th of May sseuned command of the Ziak defernces,

4, The 1:I¢ Irfantry reeumed it westward stiance al approvimately 0730
irn 29 vz, lezzing wift the Id Betlslion ‘- 3leng the foastsal read with
glgtz %tz mz ing zlong the hick zgreoutd 1tz tke roeth te grovide flarnk
securit,, The 2/142¢ proczeded through “zinz- village witkout cppeociticon,

Sot scre 18070 carde weel of Mokmer enemy resietarce pinned the lesd elemernts
200 s3rds shorl of the Moplmer airfield. Thie w2e as clese as eany

trozpes of Hoerjcgne Tach Force would 2et t- the airfield for ancther week.

2% 1T elementz of the T/020d courleratlazied Trom the wesl and from  the
szrtr sa1cinits the East Caves area splittice the 2/122d end preventing the

~ ey

271223 fromoreirnforcirg, The 1/142¢ 3tte-pted tc cutflank the enemy Ly

Lioit2 to.arc the hagh ground rorth of Paray, bul w2z halted bty fire  frowm

“tz Tzet Tguez, Tre T/272d infariry contir.z? their attacke trrousbout the

aftc rere 00 ieclude tre uce 2f licht z-te, Tarte {rem the 402d  Tank
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vortsilzl &t

107E oviermat

T oJere 14 HIA and £7 WIA.

b firs from offchere deetroyers

2Fanszs zeszvlils. By 1400 attsepts %o reivfcrce the 2/147¢
& tre I7142d was crcdered tz withdraw o ils  previcug

ternil, of Faral under cover provide? by the 201424, Cesuzltiec

. 1 6700 ¢cr 2% Mz, elemente cf the 2d snd Id Patltslicn cof the 222d

“ry attacted the 2/1£2d.° The Japate

es zttzclk qas

w

vppc~ted by 4 1light

. These larts were Model 9%, weighing 9 tons with & T man crew ard

‘re sremy infariry wzg Towed down

with 2 I7mnm cer-ocn and twe 7.7mm machkinszguns. The 2/142d was
risc by 3 platzcs cof “e&A1 Sherman tanbs  armsd Witk 7fmm  gune, Each
cce tark was siopped by cne rcund of 7Sem  armored efiercing ammunition

by machinegun fire. A cecond

It .ave supported by thres more Japznese tenke sufferad the csame  fate.

Soothwest Facific 4rea,

Chermgre by the Japsznese tlanks,

whzn 3 Ipm shell locked the

tark. Thue ended the firet tan} batlle ¢f the war in the

. Cclorel Hzaney, ccmmarder cof the 1£2d, rezcmmended tc CGersral Fuller

-~
lad d
o
0
[+])

irfieldy that the 142¢ be

civen the tactical advantage of the Japarecs whe held the high ground

Wwitheraur snd future attacke be
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SoAucle? $rz s the hish cround. The 628 vz withdrawn to Ibdi ard Foe-sk
Wit loeces cn the 2Otk put 3t 3£ VIE gnd S8 UTE Enemy caceallies vere
eetimatled at f00 billed. Genrsral Fuller'e asceccsrent cf the eituaticn by
2¢ May s 3s tral he weuld reed aﬂ:ther irfartry regiment, ancther artillery
bsttalicn a4 znother 1tank company. Thuse Gereral Fuller requestled
rer-fcreemsrt frem Ceneral Hrueoer, Alamo Force Commander who ordered

slemernts of 1tz 1£43¢ I-fantry Fegimenl to Biak =nd they arrived cn 11 May.

¥. Duri-g tre pericod 20-21 May tozth ceidee coreclidated their present
=-arzl Fuller nads glane o rensew hiz asttack o seize the

airfizlds, gon the zrrival of the 143d Infantry, Czrersl KHrueger readioed

s Sererz) Foller thal the HMurricane Task Force wes =xpected 12 regain the

1ritiatise witt 3 new cffensive, Thie cffercive was o be pushed vigerouely
with oz oviz. %o gcarryims zet vour missizn effesclively arnd expediticuely.”

. forarz)l Follerts plsm owaz to move the 1BE%% Infantry over the inland

sla%es, ard securing a route -ver the mein ridge north of Mokmer village,

clszr the kich orzyrnd north and ncrtheszst cof M-otmer eirfield. The 162¢
woueld agaln vo.e west 2lang the ccastal reoad with ore battalion moving along

the ricdge te k2 rortt of the beach. The 1422d would then ceize the

M. Ne sagnificznt actior cccured - 1 Jeme as the 184th dug in  arournd

£~ ares whict P3d teer zur.eyed for an  airfiz2ld. Early con the mworning

HTINY =& D Tuez elemente of 1/222¢ Infartlry attlarted T71R4tE reevlting ir




& Tapatizo Ce=d irncluding the commaraer of the 1/222d. US 1lccces were
Tl end P AUTE. D T Teme the 1632d had made neo cigrifanct advance acai-~sl

tte TUID024 zZooopvite the 1bdi Pocket,

N. To f=zcalitate the advance of the 1841h the 2d Rattalion cf the 1¢42d

wze 3ttacked 1o the 1%4th. Thiz proved wore of a hinderance than a3 help, es

watlar was already & precicus commodity and the regiment could nct
s.7f1ciently eupport iteslf} let alone atother tattalion. The water
shertace did rore 1o delay the advance than did the enemy. The speed of the

*

t upen thke arrival of water from PReosnek and upcn

- g
continger

ut

iz W2

imomzesmente L hich 2rsice

i

-

caeld mske or thke supply rcoad w2el from the

sureysd airfield.

0. The 184tk conlinved weet - 0 June agzirztl scatlered but determined
ietance by elemsrnte of 1/222¢ Infzntry. Dy -ightfall on 2 June the 1f4th
iled arzthsr % Tzpamese vhile leoeirg €6 MIA a3nd 10 WIA. Or 2 Jure the
ifetk continusd westl againet lisht enemy recistance, but was clowed by dense
tizr gnc lack of water, The 1£42d could make no preogress against  the
itci Fcitet arnd Zererzl Fuller ordered the 1P4th to send a batlalier 1o
attach fhé It4i Pcckel from the nerth. Colonel Newman, command cf the 184th
replied¢ thet due o tre cliffe in the ares 2 battalién could not cucceed in

such & mission. The 1ssve was lefl unreeclvsd a3g intellicence from Alam:

44
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re abzutl 1o attack Tizk from the sea.
Te-gice tte rezzlytion of the deoalzpment Geversl Foller ardered &) emnitls
- T

tc mzintaln current posilions.  Activily In 2-4 Jure wes  limited %o loccal

ratrazling tt2 ttreat from the sea pzsced,

. The 184th continuved its weetward movemenl cn § June steprirg 2t nocn
during 3 teavy rain ¢ celch rairuztzr ir perchce and f1l11  cantzers before
ochirg Mokrer airfield czme 2870 yarde

diggimg 1n 2lzng the maln ridse cver

te the solthasel. Colonel Neumar had flarned tc clesr the ridges

veriochblts ¥otrer zir€isld but because of precsure frem flemz Force Generzl
Clller o-¢z-ed ire immediale cseizures of the zirfield despite the prectests of

tlomel ¥z .rzm gnd assiclant divizicn comrmandzr, Czneral Doey bcth of whom

f21t 1t mo-e criticzl o zecure ths key terrai which dominzted the 2irfield.

T, .z tc 5 lacy of supplies 3nd tr2 zcutz chortage 2fF watler Ccolonel
Mo nzw orzozrmerdzd that 3ttzch on the aicfizld ts peszteoned until 7 Jure.
Tererz) T ller zaresd., On 7 Tuns the 1£4th i-itiated ite =itack ¢n Mekmer

2730 prececded by 3 30 mnirnvle =zrtilisry preparatizon. The

21 {121 w2z esized and the stjective conenlidatlsd by OF10, Thare w3 no

gnems  rcelztance on the airfisld. - 41 094 ke ridge to the ncrth,
norttiest roritesest; zn( eas? erurtad <1tk Jararsse  artillery,
z-ti~zircozft nirtar znd auvlomat:c WESPITE fire. The 1821tk had
Jratterticozl)ly be-pazeed the heart of the [apa-csge defernse z2+d was now in

e otoeelz o6 ate kall zome. The 1Bith's sopporiang artillzsry, the $21st Feo

22 cezr 2000 peunds i g dcur hour pericd e euppree: the  Japavece

. Tr2 irland plateau reac cver which the 14t tad pouved tad been
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1-tsrgiitz 2d rzlicrs, «ster, anc ammunitlicor were running low. Thte FER
2z ctz 220 % 3 wztsr rouete *) miles from Boenek to Sbtoeria on the bezach

2z %k oof Motyer airfisld. Howevery 3s the first btoad apprcacted the besch
tre; were tabsn cunder fars by Japanese hiding oul in cavee alcng the beech

rag, Firally thres tanke were landed by LCM atl 1400, and they were able 1o

u

Jzetrcy several emall burkere, twe pillboxes, a2 75mm wountain gun, and a
20rn gen. Thue resupply and evacualicn of the wounded was able te tate

Flace during the night of 7-8°Jirne.

£, The 184%h wac i1~ poeseseicn =f Mokmer airfisld or 7 Jure 2t a coet
3 14 VIt and 48 WIA, Sven with the airfield in ite poesessinn, Hurricere
Tesy Force could not repsir or use the szirfield while the Japznese were in

poeseszicn o4 the bey terrain tc the north.

€., Crn 2 Tune, the 2. 142d mzved easl from Mokmer airfield t2 rejoin its
garert urit., It had moved gcarcely B0 vears when lead elemente were pinned
ty ‘ire frcem the East Caves, The 2/142d held itls positicn through the night

Z2id slemerle of the 194th, which were <cubjected to tarrecsing attacks

@
(U}

thr-oue-oul the night -6 £-9 Jure,

T. Threovghout the 2-10 June time frame the Japanese continuved te hold

“re ridges. F£11 attempls te reretlrale the apanese defenses had failed.

IURTTetY j/REPe?
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Firalily, Gernerz! Fuller crdered the 142d to link uvp with the 124tF at the

Mopros zirfisls i+ an 2ltempl tc eecure the high ground cverloobing i, Tre

182d was able to accomelsh the linkup by moving in the surf belcw the ccorzl
recf barrizrs 1z avoid Jaspanese fire. The 1£43d Infentry had the miccsien 1o
rztirel the arsa vicinity of the surveyed airfield and to clear rewmaining

Jaga-cce from the Ibdi Pocket.

U. Thke zttszk to clear the Japanece from the ridges ncrth znd northwest
of Mokmer airfield commenced at 0220 on 11 June. The 18&6th and 142d were 1o
attlact abreszet ~ith the 142d on the north. One bstlalicn of the 1624 would
zzr tc low rides while elermente of the 143d were to move west 2lone the
ra:~ rig¢se. The principal Japanese resictance consisted of elemsnte cof the
let zrd 2¢ balizlicns cf the 2322d Infantry estimated at betusen &00-7C0
12z, The 142d recsived intermitlent fire inlo its flank from
*he tl-w ridce trmmediztely nerth of the airfizld, Beth regimente dug in
frzse lire which was located sbout 1400 yards beyond 1the
weeler cdze of *re runway. The 3/142d which had the mission te clear 1the

15w ridzss metl i-creasing Japanese recictance and was stalled at the original

V. TFaged o~ irnformaticon from Japanece elave laborers that the Japanece
teadsuzrtere irztallaticone were located in ;aves slorg the ridge north of
the ai-field ‘Wzt Czo0:f Ares) the commander ~of the 162dy Cclonel Harrey
Fla-ne¢ to comnit ftwo bsllalicne inte the afea cn 12 Jure and the 142d had
elemente only 200 arde wzst of the line of departure and then consclidated

~ese frem infiltralins back inte criginal rpoeitiorns, The
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g¢ o tre firetl gltase line durirg 12 June. The 1£24 hed

$tztlisghed 2n cbze- zt:izn post cn Hill 320

i

tot LEQL yarde above the (42d
:=d lztle :n 1ite afterncon tbegen relayirg irtelligence concerring the
YerasTmeze on the low ridce.

W. Erginzer work finally began in earnect o= 12 June to repeir Mokrer
airfielc e~d by evering an 13 June the airfield was sufficienlly repaired
for use by fighter aircrafte.’

Y, D+ 12 June tte 142¢ wae still unable 12 rmarte preogress against the

lrw ricoe. The fzsistant Divicion Cemmander, Sezneral Doe had cbzerved the

scticrs of the 142¢ on the 13th anc corncluded that the Regiment wae beconming
worrn et o 3nd bzd izet muckh eof ite effsctivernaess., Based upon this

1nfrrmaticn Cenerzl Fuller requested re

[

nforceme~ts from Ceneral MHrueger of

m
u
"
=)
a

ngcther irfartiry regiment. Ceneral Yruecer's patience was wearing
T vt ke reluctant!ly alerted the Z4th Infanlry if the 24th

Di1s12n (then al HMellandia) for shipmenl o %iak on 18 June.

Y. On 14 Ture beth the 1B4th and the 142¢ were committed <o attacking
toward tre West Caves or the lower ridge bul stubborn enemy recicetlance from
an eetimated 100C Taps-ece notl only slopped ke azdvance butl effeclive fire

cgrnte the ai1rstrif forced the engineerg 1z ceaze repair work on the
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girfield. At tris pcint Cenerel Hrusger's ratience was worn thrzush and con
14 Yure he docided to reliz.e Cevsral Fuller 2of the command of the Hurrice-e
Tazv Force, vel lezve him ir cormand of the A4lst Qivieion, the mwajcr
compone~t of  the Test Farce, Cereral Fulier Hhowever requested he be

relievaec of tot* commands and reascigned culsidz the Southwest Pacific Area.
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¢ TPTMESE BLan FCTOTHE DEFENEE CF O TIAN: 2 27 &prily Ccleonel HKeziers
Sotliernd Rie ;lze for trte defsrze of BI2Y Jelz-2. The plan as quected Ltel-s
g tzren frowm T5-2 Wesihly Teport BSC, Alams Fercs.

"1, Eeolicy: The Jetachment will immedizlel. iomplete the SORIDD <ctrirs
c=d cecure them znd ctrer key pointe on the ielz-d. Tte detachment will

cwift novemsrle. ’

“2, futlins: 3. The mairn etrsnsih of tvs detachment will te diszpose!
zlong the coezt irmmediztsly, Foeiticme  will te conetructed as stoh =S
poecitle at bey zreas. The SORIDD s=%ripe and tre ssstern end of RIAK Isle-d

will = firmly held. & fraction of the detzourent will patrel  SCERICSD

1zlz-:.
“t. It case of e~ 3attzzb -r “he eastern and ccuther-
forti--c of the 1:zland, the entire deteckme=t - regardless of race c-

crgarization - will te converted irtc 3 combat  ornit. The strips will be

-
[ 4]

14 a-¢ *he =nemy dsclroved the weler's edge. “he @irdrome constructicn

curvev onite, cometrection unite, developrent dity companries and other reszr
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€. I1f the enemy lznde on S2E7I2%1 or cor the nrorth coast

cf trie LIV lcland, tre detachment will erpl:zy diversicnary taclice 1=

confuce trem until tte zrrival of reinforcemerls.
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d. I+ a fowerful crner force has alrezc, larded,
LiY1 te mouentzd from ofrefzezd pecilicns, Small  units  will

e. Tre navy (excluding nzval air-ground perecnrel) will,

~
-r
id
[0

rea between ROSNEY and OFIAREF, In combatl the rnavy

ty the detachmenlt and used as the situalion may demand.

“f. Ypor arrivs]l of rei-foreementls, a eizeatle fraction
TERINEIY zrother fractist o guzrd Wl Island and vicinity.
Qaspzsilyizo_zod Dulles i lzils:
a. Trke 1=t Zattzlicn {le:zz r~ne platocn) will escure key
g [TI8BET - SpURel Line ard rzpulze enemy lendinge,

“b. The 24 Tattalicn (lsczon Eth Company) will secure key

SORInO - preNEd It will defend the SCRIDD airdrome

cnast.

s=a altacks.
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"co The 17%th Dformpzmy flege sve plaloon, ¢ Artillery e-d

attactedd will c:ir-=2diztzl. cend a3 frecticr cf 11l:

secure positicns in the HORIM Pay z-z3. The main etre-cth  will

1z thie area &nd repulee oremy latcdirce.

g

“d. The 2d Battalicn (less 1k Company, 106th Cempary,

rlatocn artillery betlalicr and cre rmortze rlatoon) will te held ac

the dztachmznt. It will te lcceled in the WaPUIL Area and

[

ccazt. It will be prepared to tsle part in batlle ehould

ergage the onemy.

“§. The enginger compeny w21l ccoperats with ke

cerztruction of the varizus evrite. It will constructl roade.

pregared for explocive warfare in case of combat,

g. The machin2 canrnsn and A2 tatleries will be located

LOCNEY gnd JENDERES areas, They will t=lz sver the air defence of

tte tezdquarters ard Ne. 3 aircrome st STRICID.  Trey will copstruct as  many

pEA

-

as poscitle.

cllzgliza_af__izfzcpsiiop:  ‘Military  topography  anc
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"3, Ezzh bal7alizrn ‘ircledirs indefpendent forces) will

zxzit- =0 offycEr av¢ 3 few mes 2 reporl! uzsther and wilitary topography

“b. The UME (TN: Facification Squad) organization will
mzintzrr liaiecn with  the naval conetructicn secticn and organize an

Frovase evelem consi1:zling mainly cof nalives.

i
I

“S. Syprply__-_._¥pfigazl_ _-__2izt 2. One-third cf the I4th

iceprtal & km. NW of EDENEX,
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"b. \Naricue army euprly derzte (branches) will disperce

z-¢d ¢znceal suppilze. They will etore four monthe zupply in ceves and  such
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"1, Exlicy:r Concrete pillbeoxes will be conetructed as cscon  ace

hal
[}
m
"m
'
r
[
Ry
'
=3
~—
10
-
o
(9]
-
e}
Py
(L}
o
—
(o]
=2
7]
-
x
L ]
-N
n
[11)
wm
—
.

“2. Qulline: FPositions will te construcled of strong and

-

fermanaatl small pointe.”
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A

ifizarcz of the &cticn

(i)

smesct of the Battle of izl was o securs

for ucse by American forces.

iczz had been

eurstantial. The entire Japarese sarrisen and its equigment had been
glainiratsd. Troogh émericans killed numbered only come 400, <t2izl American
czzua]tics wsre muech hishker: neearly 2,000 EAmericane k= teer wourded, and

iee (primarily hzat cazuvslliss and scru

t tyrhue)

had

Tre zzcorare of Fiab Island cafped Machrthur's drive o cecure the
rcrtherr ccagt ~¢% Mew Guines. Thougt remnante of Jepanese forcse  conlinuved
to hkzld vl in tte weelern porticn of tlew Guinea, acperaticnel corntrel over

vines and trz surrounding s=23 ares wac ascured by the

Tile tz the 2:1fficult terrzin and iahozpitable climste,
dz.elzped z¢ 3 nz)or elaging arez for future operaticns.
sps-zticral zic-ificarce of Fiabk was cvershadowed by other, lar

crze the fichting for Mew Cuinea died down.

The cverzl]l Fiak cperation, togetter with Macfrthur's earlie~ atltacks

Fiak was
1n  fact,
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Ho2llgndiz 2od Wal ‘g, did advance Americane slratenic intereste, However, in
at%=rple %C sufpsrt ard reinforce ils carrieon on Riab, Japrar had redeployed

. bztantre]l zir =-¢ nsval forces down the central to  the
arcx, Corme raz 2 L rite were actually dectroyed cutright in tre

ecuthern

atertive
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brilt, iz respord o Nimitz'e atlack on the Marianze. American leadinge in
tte tariaras, in factl, begar wilhoul =any cigrificant irnterfsrence from
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recg cdivertled fleet assels from KON 3 while they were
alrezdy znrovle. Jeiring other fleel elemente gast of the Marisznze, these
WOK fcrees rarlicifzled in the naval Battle of the Fhilippine €:a. {This
bzttle, called by the Americat the "Gresl Marianas Turkey Shoot,” shattered
arzneee raval aviztlion for the remasinder of the war.) Coneequzntly, Riak
nxt only cervsd Arerics intersete by f3cilitating Macérthur's advarce 1o

the PHilippi-=s, 1t =zlsc divertled Jafparese rescurces from the early stasse

The Pattle of [Fisb i1lluetrated other irteresting operational and
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Cperaticrall, . T3psnzce allemple to support and reinforce the garrison
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cn Fiab euffered from the standing division of effort between tre Japanese
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Navy and the lzpz-ese Army. Each agency tlerded tc evaluate tacticasl and
cperational situztions in light of 1ts cun interests and commitmente, This
wage further hardicarpsd by overlapping geczraphical commands. Moreover,

tcal cocumanders w2r> Dccaesicnally granted a srest deal of independerce by
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rrerrzl leverz) MYescqiartzre, te m2nlicrsd earlier, ttie preoilzm uze
lluet-zted 1h micrccsen o Fogb yere tre preze-cs of sericr raval  and army

commanczre at the time of the US lerding rnz have complicatled Jzgznece

cormand arrarcsmernte,

Or tre American side, operaticne a3t all levele tezefited from extencive
z31¢ 1-~tellizernce gzrerated by the ULTR2 e:cicm. Ir come reepectls,
zegver, triz wealth ot irntelligerce whipezwed taclical cpsraticne:d in
anticipatier =f Japanece HON rainforcements, ©Seneral Fuller apparently
recgarce? hic lzsh ae being more da1fficult thar it was, and may even have

grercrzed voCue cautlicn ouvt of corncern for fulvre Tzpsznsse courtermeEssires.

gncther cperaticral eproblem for the Amsricsns  revelved arcurd the

meshking of etrztegic gecale wilh tactlical actizsrne, Ceneral MacArthur, both
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the Mzr:zmas cporalticns, wanted Gisk cperatisre zcoomplished 35 rapidly as

geszitla, This impatience was -2t clearly corm_nicated to Gereral Fuller cor
¢ hig csubrrdinatee--the, were uvnaware that 1thzre was any ctlratesgic tlime

coretrainte oo thsir cwn tactical creraticns.

Tizr 3ls:z i1llustrated @ number of tactlical l:z:z:zzne as we}l.

efersive operaticsne were hametro-c ty the near-12tal «ccllapce
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cf cemna-d centrol on the izland aflter the irit.zl bimbardment and landing.
Coneequently, 1the vericus pocketls of recsistarce tended 1to fight in

1eclatisn, Thie 211-.:¢ the émericare to c:-centrate e53inel cseparaled
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glemarts (crce b2 froericene decided to concentrate, that ie) 2-¢
zlzz Y:7% spre Tazprooee {forcece.in peeiticrne from which trey wzre little

=t 2 the American drivee in the airdromss,

Secordly, 2t tre emall unit level the é£mericzvs hkz? an extremels

zbiz cazualty-exchange ratic. This appezrz to have been & function of
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trziningy technzlogy, and ccrntrol. Many cf thes Japarese fzrcesz on the
and Jere leber fercee untriined in irnfartry skille., Theee were no wmatch
for the Lell trained American velerane 1n emall unil taclice. Sececadly, the

’

tmericsres hzd 2 prepovdsrance of fircpcisr fartillery, armor, arnd air power}

2 Tapznece. This wae ool dee eclely to suppcrting elemerts,
Fowover, Mrcet Yaparszs irfartrymen wore armz? Lith the bolt-acticn Arizabs

rifle, «hich was more awhuard arnd had 3 glowsr rzte of fire than Ansrican

¥-1'e, Mcreoiar nany Tapanese crew-served wearong were either located in
cz.e g%zctrilze or gles located ir fixed ormplaczments. g a resculy,

drerics- forcee commonly were azble to build vp fire supericrity in auvlematic
~egnone as well, Las?ly, the collapcss of the Tzpamees communicaticne syslem
rrevented Japznsesz mortare and light howitlzerz from providing clecee csupport
¢uring  jungle meeling engagements. No ¢uch handicap  afflicted tte
imericst#. who relied extensively ir their cuw- 1ndirect fire surporl to beat

tach Jzranese ccurterattacke and to susprose Z1fficult positions,
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zZ.antagesy however, itsz Anericsns could
iowmEsty--znd btztlzlicr-sized urits forfeitsd ithe Y8 numerical
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tzrce 1in the East Ceves and Ibdi Focketl arsas plag

nct  prevent

_____ . Trke early Americzz- tendency to maneuv.sr ¢onl; in

supericrit:s.

ved Americzn

neteever ard resupply effertey, and =ffectively prevented the eEmericane from

cecuritc Mokmer Dreme in a timely fagshicn., Dletermined defence
Japzrece trcope proved rnearly  impervicue %z &merican  air

tembardre-t, ard required at last intersive efforts by US

te of Tial was netl & major turring gzint of  the

bty stubbcrn

and artillery

Infantry and

Cecond Werld

Lgr, Tr-oich 1% bzd eome stralegic consequetnzese for the campaisns  againet
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unfclded 1n escentially tvz zzme fashicn had

bee~ t.pzzez2, Though magic in kuman ter-z, the lzgees on Ri
criFelecz Tz eixtler  side. In retrcepect, Rizk sesms 1o
trzmzitisr” bzttle 1V cleoeed out Macdrihur'e -peraticng in New
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precsded  fulture ~perations against vhe Marianas and
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